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Introduction 
 
All praise is due to Allaah.  We praise Him, seek His aid and forgiveness, and we 
seek refuge in Him from the evils of our souls and from the evils of our actions.  
Whosoever Allaah guides, then there is no misguidance for him, and whosoever 
Allaah leads astray, then there is no guidance for him, and I bear witness that 
nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, alone, with no partners, 
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.   
 
As for what follows: 
 
Then the best of speech is the book of Allaah, and the best of guidance is the 
guidance of Muhammad, and the worst of all affairs are newly invented matters 
in this religion, and every newly invented matter is a Bid’ah, and every Bid’ah is a 
going astray and every going astray is in the hell fire. 
 
This is the first article of a series that will attempt to shed some light on one of 
the 'largest' deviated group found and originated in the Indian sub-continent. 
Since their inception they have grown and have spread to almost all the lands 
where Muslims are to be found.  The 'Jama'at ut-Tableegh', or as it is commonly 
known, the 'Tableeghi Jama’at', was founded by Muhammad Ilyaas on a 
methodology which is far from the single methodology of the prophets.  They 
have defined for themselves a set of rules and practices, including but not limited 
to going out for 3 days, 40 days or 4 months and many other practices imported 
from Sufism. They also strictly adhere to the book 'Fada'il-e-'Amaal' and other 
books on Fada'il written by Muhammad Ilyaas's son in law, Muhammad 
Zakariyyah Kandhalvi on the suggestion of another Deobandi 'scholar' Ashraf Ali 
Thaanvi. These books are known to have narrations that are baseless and filled 
with Shirk and Kufr.  We hope that this series, with the help and aid from Allaah, 
will help the reader to understand the 'Aqeedah and Manhaj of this sect so that he 
can save himself from falling as a prey to them. And all success lies with Allaah, 
the Most High. 
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The Founder of Jama’at ut-Tableegh 
 
He is Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas bin Shaykh Muhammad Ismaeel al Hanafi         
ad Deobandi ach Chistee al Khandhaalwi and then ad Dehlwi.  Al Khandhaalwi 
being an attribution to his birthplace, Kaandala in the district of Sahaarnapoor 
and ad Dehlwi being an attribution to Delhi, the capital of India, and the center of 
Jama’at ut-Tableegh.  Ad Deobandi is an attribution to Deoband; the biggest and 
most famous school for the Hanafis in India.  Madrasatu Daaril Uloom was 
founded on the 18th of Muharram in the year 1288 Hijri in the town of Deoband, 
and according to the Deobandis, the Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) 
founded the school in the presence of Shaykh Muhammad Qaasim an Nanootwi 
al Hanafi, and the Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) occasionally visits the 
Markaz with his companions and the rightly guided Khulafaa to check its 
accounts!1 
 
Shaykh Muhammad Taqiudeen al Hilaali says, “Read and be astonished at how 
the Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) established a school which wages war 
against his Sunnah and abandons his guidance, for indeed they are 
Maataureediyyah in their beliefs, and Hanafi in their Madhab.  It was established 
upon disobedience to the Messenger, and division in the religion; that which the 
Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) was not pleased with, nor the rightly 
guided Khulafaa, nor Abu Haneefah (rahimahullah).  The Aqeedah of Abu 
Haneefah which has been narrated by the Thiqaat (trustworthy) is far from 
Maatureediyyah, blind following, and division, but if you have no shame, then do 
and say as you please! 
 
Al Maatureediyyah say that Emaan is in the heart.  Neither speech nor actions 
enter into it.  Abu Haneefah says as Ahlus Sunnah say, “Emaan is belief in the 
heart, statement upon the tongue, and actions by the limbs.”  This was his last 
statement (regarding this issue) as at Tahaawi has narrated on him. 
 
Al Maatureediyyah claim that Emaan does not rise, nor does it decrease, so the 
Emaan of Jibreel and the prophets and Abu Bakr and the Emaan of the most 
sinful of people is at the same level, and Abu Haneefah returned back from this 
statement. 
 
Al Maatureediyyah say that Allaah is not in Himself above the throne, and Abu 
Haneefah made Takfeer2 of the one who says this as has come in al Fiqh al Akbar 
and other than it. 

                                                
1Arwaah ath-Thalaatha p.434  
2 [Translators Footnote] Abu Haneefah (rahimahullaah) said, when asked of his opinion of the one who 
says, ‘I do not know whether Allaah is in the heavens or on the earth.’ - ‘He has disbelieved, because 
Allaah says, "The Most Merciful rose above the Throne.", and His Throne is above His seven heavens.’ He 
was then asked, ‘what if he said that Allaah is above His Throne but he does not know whether the Throne 
is in the heavens or on the earth?’ He said, ‘He has disbelieved, because He has denied that He is above the 
heavens and whosoever denied that He is above the heavens has disbelieved.’ [‘al-Uluww’ of adh-
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Why would the Messenger (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) visit the school, to check 
the accounts?!  Have they brought the Prophet (sallallaahu alaihi wasallam) down 
to make him an accountant?!  This is enough to show their appalling manners 
with the Messenger, and there is no power nor might except with Allah!”3 
 
Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas gave allegiance to Shaykh Rasheed Ahmad al 
Kankoohi and he used to love and revere him with the utmost reverence.  So 
much so that sometimes he used stand up in the middle of the night and go to 
him so that he can see his face!  He renewed the allegiance on the hand of Shaykh 
Khaleel as Sahaaranpoori after the death of al Kankoohi. 

                                                                                                                                            
Dhahabee, also ‘Sharh Aqueedah at-Tahaawiyyah’ of ibn Abee al-Izz al-Hanafee.] [footnote taken from 
www.troid.org] 
3 as Siraaj al Muneer p.16 and 18 


