QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 168

1) What is the proof that eemaan in the angels is from the pillars of eemaan?

Amongst the proofs that the shaykh hafidhahullaah quotes are:

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 177

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 285

2) What are some of the characteristics of the angels mentioned by shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah?

They are from the Created Beings, being from the World of the Unseen which we do not see. Allaah created them from light and entrusted them with certain matters, each one of them has a task which they are to perform.

In addition to this, they worship Allaah and do not slacken in doing so.

See Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayaat 20 and 26 to 27.

3) How many angels accompany each person by day and night? What tasks do they perform?

Four angels accompany each person.

Two guardian angels, (one on the right and one on the left) write down the deeds of the person, the one on the right writing down the good deeds and the one on the left writing down the evil ones.

See soorah Qaaf (50) aayah 18.

There are two other angels, one in front of him and one behind each person, who protect him from attacks against him for as long as Allaah as written that he should remain (protected).

See Soorah ar Ra’d (13) aayah 11.

4) What is the consequence on the way we behave of our belief in the angels?

This should make us feel shy of them, such that we do fall into neither evil deeds nor speaking with false and futile speech, since we know that this will be recorded against us.
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5) In the aayah quoted by the shaykh from soorah al An’aam (6:61) to whom does the term ‘rusulunaa’ (our Messengers) refer?

This refers to the angels, since messengers may be from mankind or from the angels.

6) What conclusion does the shaykh draw from the fact that Allaah sometimes makes a link between death and angels (in the plural) and at other times, He links death to one particular angel?

This shows that these angels have a leader, who is the Angel of Death.

7) What is the ruling upon a person who rejects any one of the angels? Why?

This person is a kaafir (disbeliever) since he as rejected one of the Pillars of Eemaan.
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8) What did Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah explain eemaan in the Final Day to mean?

He rahimahullaah explained that eemaan in the Final Day comprises everything that will occur after death – including the punishment in the grave, and its bliss, as well as the Resurrection, the ‘ard (Presentation of the Record), the Reckoning, the Scales, the Unrolling of the Scrolls, the Paradise and the Fire.

So whoever rejects any one of these matters is not a true believer in the Final Day.

9) Why does shaykh al Fawzaan mention that belief in the Final Day is from the affairs of the unseen?

This then necessitates that we do not delve into issues about the Final Day using our intellects and ideas.

Instead we base our aqeedah in this matter only on that which has come in the Book and/or the Sunnah. So we do not meddle into these matters, nor do we speak about them without any evidence (from these two sources).

10) What is the meaning of the term ‘barzakh’?

It means a barrier.

See soorah al Mu’minoon (23) aayah 100.

11) What are the three types of daar (abode) that are mentioned by Imaam ibn ul Qayyim rahimahullaah?

1) Daar ud dunyaa - the abode of this world. This is a place of action and earning, whether it be good deeds or evil.

2) Daar ul barzakh – the abode of the barzakh between this world and the hereafter. This is only a temporary location, and it is not as the people say ‘a person’s final resting place’.

3) Daar ul qaraar – the abode of permanence, either Paradise or the Fire. See soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 39.

12) Who are the two angels that come to question the dead person? At what time do they perform this task?

The deceased is placed in his grave, and he is buried, then the people depart, and he hears the footsteps of these people departing – and when his soul is returned, then he enters into the life of the barzakh. At this stage the two angels, Munkar and Nakeer, come to question him.

13) What are the three questions that these angels ask of the dead person?

Who is your Lord? What is your religion? Who was your Prophet?

14) What happens to the dead person if he fails to answer the angels’ question correctly?

Then his grave becomes a pit from the pit of the Fire, and it constricts upon him such that his ribs cross over each other. Then a door from the Fire will open for him, and the heat and hot wind of the Fire will come to him – and Allaah’s refuge is sought.

15) What is the correct response to the questions that the angels ask the dead person?

My Lord is Allaah, my religion is al Islaam and my Prophet is Muhammad sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam.

16) Is it not enough for us to memorise the correct responses so that we can recite them to these angels after our death?

No, the ability to answer these questions correctly will depend upon having had eemaan in Allaah and His Messenger sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam. Simply memorising the answers and relying on one’s intelligence will not lead to the person giving the right answers.

17) What will the munaafiq (hypocrite) say in response to these 3 questions?

Whoever did not have eemaan in this world will hesitate and stumble when asked these questions, and will only be able to say ‘haah, haah, I do not know, I heard the people saying something so I said it’. And this refers to the hypocrite.

18) What will happen to the hypocrite as a result of his answer to the questions of the grave?

He will be struck by an iron club, making a sound that will be heard by everything except humans, and were a person to hear this noise he would faint.

See soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 27.

