QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 189

1) What proof does the shaykh quote to show that Allaah responds to supplications?

If My Servants ask you about Me, then say I am near. I respond to the call of the one who makes du’aa when he makes du’aa to Me.

Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 186

Call upon Me, I will respond to you. Those who proudly refuse to worship Me will enter the Hellfire in humiliation.

Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 60

Or the One who responds to the person in dire need when he calls upon Him, and He removes the evil and makes you inheritors upon the Earth

Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 62

2) Why is it a sign of Allaah’s generosity that He commands us to supplicate to Him?

This is because He orders His servants to call upon Him, so that He can respond to them.

This is a sign of His munificence, His generosity and His beneficence.

3) Does Allaah need us to call on Him?

No, He is in no need of this. However due to His knowledge of the needs of the servants, He commands them to call upon Him.

4)  What is the proof that du’aa (supplication) is a form of worship?

Among the proofs is the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam:

Ad du’aa (supplication) is worship.

From the hadeeth of an Nu’maan ibn Basheer radi Allaahu anhumaa reported by Abu Daawud (1479) and others and declared to be saheeh by Shaykh Al Albaanee.

5)  What is the ruling upon a person who calls upon an angel or any other righteous being? Why?

This person has committed shirk akbar (major shirk).
Allaah, the Most High, stated:
And who is more astray than one who calls upon other than Allaah – those who cannot respond to him, not even until the Day of Resurrection. 

And they (the beings whom the people call upon) are completely heedless of their making du’aa to them!

Soorah al Ahqaaf (46) aayah 5

If you call upon them, they will not hear your supplication – and even if they heard, they could not answer you! And on the Day of Resurrection, they will reject your shirk.

Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 14

So He called it shirk in this aayah.

6)  What is the first type of du’aa?

Du’aa ‘ibaadah – supplication by which He is called upon by performing an act of worship.

It is to praise Allaah by way of His Names and Attributes and His Actions.

So the person who says subhaanallaah (declaring Allaah to be free of all imperfections) and Allaahu akbar (declares Allaah to be greater than anything) and alhamdulillaah (all praise is for Allaah) and who heaps words of praise upon Allaah - then he has called upon Him with the du’aa ‘ibaadah.

The servant here is worshipping Allaah, and so what is the servant seeking from Allaah here?
He is seeking His reward and fearing His punishment.

7)  What is the second type of du’aa?

Du’aa mas’alah – the du’aa of making a request.

This is to request your needs from Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

8)  Which type of du’aa is found in Soorah al Faatihah (Soorah 1)?

Both types are found in this soorah.

The aayaat up to and including 

.. You alone do we worship..

comprise du’aa ‘ibaadah.

And the aayaat from 

..and Your help do we seek..

up to the end of the soorah comprise du’aa mas’alah.
9) What is the relationship between the two types of du’aa?

The scholars say:

The du’aa ‘ibaadah necessitates the du’aa mas’alah (the du’aa of making a request).

And the du’aa mas’alah contains the du’aa ‘ibaadah.

When a person performs an act of worship (du’aa ‘ibaadah), and praises Allaah in this, then this person is seeking reward from Allaah and to avoid His punishment– so He is therefore making a request from Allaah (du’aa mas’alah). 

And making a request (du’aa mas’alah) is an act of worship - and so is therefore a du’aa ‘ibaadah.

10) How do we respond to the person who says: ‘I supplicated to Allaah but He did not respond to me’?

The person himself may be the cause of the supplication not being answered.

For example, the person who calls upon Allaah with a heedless inattentive heart – so how can such a request be answered?

Or the person may be eating or drinking or wearing that which Allaah has forbidden, so how can this person be answered?

Or the person may be supplicating for something which is sinful or for the cutting of ties of kinship, so such a person will not be responded to.

Or since Allaah knows best as to what is most beneficial for you, you may not appreciate that the way that Allaah has responded to you is in fact what is best for you.

11) What are the three possible outcomes for the person who supplicates to Allaah with a du’aa that does not contain any sin or cutting off of relations?

The Prophet sall Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There is not a man who makes supplication to Allaah with a supplication which does not contain any sin nor any cutting off of ties of kinship except that He will give him because of it, one of three things:

Either He will hasten to give him the response of his call 

Or He will delay it for him later on

Or He will repel from the like of it from evil.

Hadeeth reported by Imaam at Tirmidhee (3390)
12) How do we respond to the people of misguidance who say that there is no need for supplication since if something is predecreed for us, it will come to us with or without our du’aa?

The response is that there is no contradiction between making supplication on one side and qadaa and qadr on the other.

The One who preordained and predecreed is the Same One who commanded with making supplication.

Supplication is a means, and the One who actually brings about the results is Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 

There are some things which have been decreed to occur based on the means – so if the means are present (e.g. making supplication for a particular thing) then the results will occur (i.e. that particular thing will come about).

