Box 66

And the explanation which will make it clear is His statement, He the Most High:

And remember when Ibraaheem said to this father and his people, “I am free from everything which you worship  - except for the One who created me, He will guide me.” 

And He (Allaah) made this a saying persisting amongst his (Ibraaheem’s) progeny so that they might return.
 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That the best source to explain the Qur’aan is:

a) the statements of the taabi’een

b) the revealed scriptures which came before the Qur’aan

c) the Qur’aan itself

d) the hadeeths found in Saheeh al Bukhaaree

Answer: c)

Q2. That in the statement of Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam in the aayah quoted, his saying:

a) “I am free” is an affirmation of the great freedom that Ibraaheem had in that time

b) “except for the One who created Me” refers to the largest idol in Ibraaheem’s village

c) “I am free” indicates that there is no Creator nor Provider of sustenance in the Universe

d) “except for the One who created Me” refers to Allaah, the Most High 

Answer: d)

Box 67

And His saying, He the Most High:

Say: O People of the Book, come to a word of justice between us
, that we will not worship except Allaah and we will not take anything as a partner along with Him nor will we take one another as lords
 besides Allaah.

So if they turn away, then say, “Bear witness that we are Muslims”.
 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That this aayah was revealed with regards to a group of:

a) Jewish traders who wished to buy some gold from the Muslims

b) Christians who came to talk to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 

c) Christians who came to wage war against the Muslims

d Jewish rabbis who had travelled from Makkah to al Madeenah

Answer: b)

Q2. That when the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam made mubaahalah:

a) these people called down the curse of Allaah upon themselves

b) these people immediately fled to the caves in the nearby mountains

c) these people decided to pay the jizyah instead 

d) these people became afraid

Answers: c) d)

Q3. That were these disbelievers to have accepted the mubaahalah: 

a) Punishment from Allaah would have descended upon them 

b) Punishment would have descended upon them and the Muslims as well

c) It would have been made clear that the Muslims were upon falsehood

d) The fact that these disbelievers were upon falsehood would have been made apparent

Answers: a) d) 

Q4. That the statement, “That we will not worship except Allaah” in this aayah:

a) Contains an affirmation and a negation 

b) Contains an affirmation followed by a negation

c) Is a statement of tawheed and ‘adl (justice)

d) Is the first statement said by a Muslim when he begins his obligatory prayers

Answers: a) c) 

Q5. That this aayah from Soorah aale ‘Imraan shows:

a) that the Christians should worship the Messiah

b) that the Muslims should worship Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam

c) that the Jews should worship their rabbis

d) that everyone should worship Allaah alone

Answer: d)

Q6. That when the rabbis and monks were taken as lords besides Allaah:

a) the people believed that the rabbis and monks created the Heavens and the Earth

b) that the rabbis and monks declared that which was halaal to be something haraam

c) that the rabbis and monks declared that which was haraam to be something halaal

d) that the people would obey the rabbis and monks in their attempts to change the religion 

Answers: b) c) d)

Q7. That when those who turn away are asked to bear witness that, “We are Muslims”:

a) it must be explained to them that what they are upon is false and futile

b) it is forbidden to call these people who turn away “kuffaar” 

c) this implies that these people who turn away will definitely go the Hellfire

d) this shows the prohibition of declaring openly that the mushriks are upon falsehood 

Answer: a)

Q8. That the pillars of the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah :

a) are eleven in number 

b) include a negation and an affirmation 

c) divide the statement into two parts: 1) laa and 2) ilaaha ill Allaah

d) none of the above

Answer: b)

That with regards to the conditions of laa ilaaha ill Allaah: 

Q9. With regards to ‘ilm (knowledge):

a) its opposite is jahl (ignorance) 

b) a person may state laa ilaaha ill Allaah but not understand its meaning

c) anyone who says laa ilaaha ill Allaah upon his tongue will be saved from the Hellfire

Answers: a) b)

Q10. With regards to yaqeen (certainty):

a) its opposite is turning away and rejection 

b) this refers to having certainty that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah 

c) this can never be achieved by anyone other than the prophets

Answer: b)

Q11. With regards to ikhlaas (purity and sincerity):

a) its opposite is shirk

b) sometimes we find grave worshippers who say laa ilaaha ill Allaah

c) a person must leave shirk in order to have ikhlaas 

Answer: a) b) c)

Q12. With regards to sidq (being truthful) : 

a) this is the only condition of laa ilaah ill Allaah that the hypocrites fulfil

b) the hypocrites do not have sidq in their hearts 

c) it literally means “money given in charity”

Answer: b)

Q13. With regards to mahabbah (love):

a) this refers to loving the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah and its people

b) this refers to loving all people, especially loving those who say laa ilaaha ill Allaah

c) fulfilling this condition will suffice a person, even if he does not fulfil the other conditions of laa ilaah ill Allaah

Answer: a)

Q14. With regards to inqiyaad (compliance) :

a) anyone who testifies that laa ilaaha ill Allaah must obey the commands of Allaah

b) the non Muslims who live in an Islaamic state and obey its laws become Muslims by doing so

c) inqiyaad is due to the Muslim ruler, even if he commands with something forbidden

Answer: a)

Q15. With regards to qabool (acceptance) :

a)  this is one of the few conditions of laa ilaaha ill Allaah  that nearly all of the human race fulfil

b) its opposite is radd (rejection)

c) a person must accept everything that laa ilaaha ill Allaah entails as well as saying it on his tongue

Answers: b) c)

Q16. With regards to the eighth condition that some scholars mention: 

a) it is to free oneself from shirk

b) it is to hate the people of shirk but not to hate the acts of shirk themselves 

c) it was the one condition which Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam failed to fulfil

d) none of the above

Answer: a)

� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about this part of this aayah:





And this is the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah because it includes baraa-ah (disavowal) and walaa (allegiance); it includes having hate and having love, it includes a negation and an affirmation.





� Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayaat 26 to 28





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about this part of this aayah:





And He (Allaah) made it…


Meaning: this kalimah.





…a saying persisting amongst his offspring…


Meaning: in the offspring of Ibraaheem. And it is known that Ibraaheem ‘alaihissalaam was the father of the prophets, and the prophets after him came (for) the establishing of this kalimah.





…so that they might return.


Meaning: to it (the kalimah).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





(Ibraaheem’s statement):


I am free…


This is the negation (analogous to) laa ilaaha (there is no true object worship)


…except for the One who created me.


Meaning: ill Allaah (except for Allaah). This is the affirmation.


� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about this part of this aayah:





Say, O Muhammad, “O People of the Book, O People of the Tawrah, O People of the Injeel, O People of the Zaboor,”





Come to a word of justice…


To a justly balanced word, a word of justice between us and you. We know that your Messenger came with it  and Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam came with it. What is this word?





…that we will not worship except Allaah and we will not take anything as a partner along with Him…


And the manner this is used as a proof is: that this word between us and them – and it is the word of tawheed  - its explanation is that we will not worship except Allaah and we will not take anything as a partner along with Him. This explanation of the word of tawheed is something very clear.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about this part of this aayah:





(lords…)


Meaning aalihah (objects of worship), other than Allaah. This is because they did not claim  with regards to (any of) the creation that it was a rabb, with the meaning that it had the ability to create by itself, nor give provision by itself, nor give life and cause death by itself; this is not what was claimed. And the explanation of ruboobiyyah (being a lord) here is as uloohiyyah (being an object of worship).





� Soorah aale ‘Imraan  (3) aayah 64





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about this part of this aayah:





…so if they turn away, then say, “Bear witness that we are Muslims.”


The end of the aayah explains that whoever leaves that which the first part of it (the aayah) indicated is not a Muslim, because He said:


…so if they turn away, then say, “Bear witness that we are Muslims.”


Since we oppose you and since you do not submit to this word of justice which is between us and you 


…that we will not worship except Allaah and we will not take anything as a partner along with Him…


then you are not from the People of Islaam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This aayah from Soorah aale ‘Imraan was revealed with regards to the deputation of Najraan who were Christians; those who came to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam and they debated with him and they asked him questions. 





There occurred a long conversation between them and him. And they were Christians from the Christians of the ‘Arabs and at the end (of the conversation), the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam requested the  mubaahalah from them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Then say, “Come, let us call our children and your children, our women folk and your women folk,  ourselves and yourselves; then let us invoke and call down Allaah’s curse upon the liars.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 61





So when he (sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam) requested the mubaahalah from them, then they became fearful and they did not engage in mubaahalah (calling Allaah’s curse upon the liars) with him sall ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam. Instead they handed over the jizyah (the tax given by non Muslims to the Muslim ruler over them).


(They did this) because they knew that they (the non Muslims) were upon falsehood and that he was the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Nabtahil (let us make mubaahalah) – meaning let us call down the curse upon the liar from amongst us.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And they (the non Muslims) knew that they were the liars. And if they had engaged him  in calling down curses, fire would certainly have descended upon them and consumed them in their places.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So this aayah contains the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah.


So His saying:


…that we will not worship 


Soorah aale ‘Imraan  (3) aayah 64


- this is a negation. 





And His saying:


…except Allaah 


Soorah aale ‘Imraan  (3) aayah 64


- this is affirmation.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So we do not associate anything in worship along with Him; neither the Messiah which you (Christians)claim to be a lord and whom you worship besides Allaah, nor anyone besides the Messiah.


Not even Muhammad ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam (do we worship) nor anyone from the prophets nor anyone from the righteous people nor anyone from the awliyaa (the beloved servants of Allaah).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





… nor will we take one another as lords besides Allaah…


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 64


- just as you (people of the Book) have taken rabbis and monks as lords besides Allaah, the Most High:





They took their rabbis and their monks as lords besides Allaah , as well (as taking) the Messiah, son of Maryam.


And they were not commanded except that they should worship a single ilaah (object of worship).


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 31





� The  Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam said:





They did not used to directly worship them. But rather when they (the rabbis and monks) declared something lawful for them (the people of the Book), then they would (also) declare it lawful.


And when they (the rabbis and monks) declared something to be forbidden for them, then they would take it as being something forbidden.


Hadeeth of ‘Adee ibn Haatim radi Allaahu ‘anhu, reported by at Tirmidhee (3095) and declared hasan by al Albaanee.





Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





… So their obeying them (the monks and rabbis) upon that is taking them as lords because the One who legislates for the people and declares things to be permissible and declares things to be forbidden  - this is Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Then say, “Bear witness that we are Muslims.”


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 64





Call them to bear witness that you are people of tawheed and that they are kuffaar (disbelievers) and make clear to them the falsity of what they are upon.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This aayah contains a declaration of being free from the religion of the people of shirk and clearly stating that. “Bear witness that we are Muslims” – and this contains the obligation of clearly announcing the falsity of what the people of shirk are upon and of not remaining silent about it and of clearly announcing the falsity of shirk and of refuting its people.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Laa ilaaha ill Allaah has two pillars and they are: the negation and the affirmation.





� Shaykh Saalih ibn Sa'd as Suhaymee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





So the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah includes two clauses: a clause of negation and a clause of affirmation. 


So the statement laa ilaaha (there is no true deity) – this is a negation. And ill Allaah (except for Allaah) – this is an affirmation.





And the meaning of that is not that we seek to cut one part of it off from the other, just as some of the Soofees do – those who leave the statement laa ilaaha and are content with their statement “ill Allaah, ill Allaah, ill Allaah“, repeating it. 





This is not something correct; rather there must be a combination of the two statements, “laa ilaaha” (and) “ill Allaah” because if you were to say “ill Allaah” alone it would be worthless.





Now if you were to see a person walking in the street, saying “illaa Zayd, illaa Zayd (except for Zayd, except for Zayd)” then what would be said about him?  “Even more (peculiar) than a madman!” - for (even) a lunatic does not do this.





Therefore there must be a combination of the two matters: 


laa ilaaha , a negation of all worship for other than Allaah 


ill Allaah, an affirmation of all types of worship for Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.





Therefore it is not sufficient that we say, “ill Allaah, ill Allaah”, as the Soofees say. And it is not sufficient that we say, “Allaah, Allaah, Allaah” and prance about, with a single voice, just as the Soofees also do.





And rather it is not enough for us to say, “huwa, huwa, huwa (He, He, He)” on the assumption that “huwa” is one of the Names of Allaah - because “huwa” is not one of the Names of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 





And therefore those who screech and bark the word “huwa, huwa, huwa” and think that this is dhikr (remembrance) of Allaah – by Allaah, this is not dhikr of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, rather it is only from the deception of Iblees and from his beautifying it for the people. So therefore let us be on our guard against this. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Its conditions are seven, and it will not benefit except with these conditions. And someone wrote them in a line of poetry with his saying:





‘ilmun wa yaqeenun wa ikhlaasun wa sidquka


ma’a mahabbatin wa inqiyaadin wal qabooli lahaa  





Knowledge and certainty and purity/sincerity and your being truthful


Along with love and compliance and acceptance of them





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And yaqeen (certainty) such that he does not have any shakk (doubt).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Because some people may know its (the shahaadah’s) meaning but they have a doubt regarding that. So his (this person’s) knowledge is not correct. He must have certainty of laa ilaaha ill Allaah and that it is true.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Its opposite is kadhib (lying).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Allaah, the Most High, said:


When the hypocrites come to you, they say, “We bear witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allaah. And Allaah knows that you are indeed His Messenger. And Allaah bears witness that the hypocrites are liars. They take their oaths as a shield to screen them.


Soorah al Munaafiqoon (63) aayaat 1 to 2





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Its opposite is ‘iraad (turning away from it) and tark (abandoning it).


And it is complying with what it (the shahaadah) indicates with regards to worshipping Allaah alone and not associating anything with Him and complying with His commands.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And an eighth condition is added:


(as is the line of poetry)





“And its eighth is added - rejecting whatever


things are worshipped besides the One who is truly worshipped”





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Freeing oneself from shirk. So the person will not be a person of tawheed until he frees himself from shirk.





And when Ibraaheem said to his father and to his people, “I am totally free of whatever you worship.”


Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 26





