Box 64
So the proof for the testimony (shahaadah) is the saying of Allaah, the Most High:

“Allaah bore witness that laa ilaaha illa huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but Him); and likewise the angels and the people of knowledge (bear witness):  He Who maintains justice, none has the right to be worshipped but Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise.”
 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That when Allaah says “bears witness” in this aayah, this includes which of the following meanings:

a) Allaah informing us

b) Allaah making something binding

c) Allaah descending to the lowest heaven

d) Allaah ascending upon His Throne

Answers: a) b)

Q2. That with regards to the phrase laa ilaaha illaa huwa: 

a) laa ilaaha implies that there is nothing in the Universe that deserves to be worshipped 

b) illaa huwa implies that worship is to be for Allaah alone

c) it implies that worship of other than Allaah is false and futile

d) there are exceptions to this in some aspects of worship, especially in the mustahhab actions

e) this is the truest of testimonies 

Answers: b) c) e)

Q3. That with regards to the angels:

a) Allaah created them to worship Him 
 

b) they praise Allaah all day and night except for the night of laylat ul qadr

c) the angels slacken off in their praise at certain times of the year

d) they were created to implement Allaah’s commands amongst the creation 

e) that their testimony mentioned in the aayah here is a truthful testimony 

f) that the scholars are agreed that the angels are better than a righteous human being 
 

Answers: a) d) e)

Q4. That the testimony of the ulul ‘ilm: 

a) Can only be for something which is the truth 

b) Is to the oneness of Allaah

c) Is linked with the testimony of Allaah and of the angels in this aayah 

d) In this aayah only refers to the scholars who specialise in issues of ‘aqeedah

Answers: a) b) c)

 Q5. That the “ulul ‘ilm” :

a) Refers to the scholars of medicine

b) Refers to the scholars of knowledge of the Sharee’ah 
 

c) Cannot be scholars of both knowledge of the deen and the dunyaa

d) Includes the scholars from the Muslims, Christians and Jews

Answer: b)

Q6. That those in the West who are the most knowledgeable about worldly matters:

a) Include people who disbelieve in Allaah 

b) Are a good example for the Muslims in the Muslim countries to imitate 

c) Often claim that there is no rabb for this Universe 

d) Believe that everything in the Universe came about by itself

Answers: a) c) d)

Q7 That with regards to the “qaaimam bil qist” (He who maintains justice):

a) then this refers to Allaah

b) “qist” means “creation of the heavens and the Earth”

c) that qist is the opposite of ‘adl

d) none of the above

Answer: a)

Q8. That with regards to the phrase, “none has the right to be worshipped but Him, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise”:

a) this refers to the qaaim bil qist
b) this contains two Names of Allaah 

c) the Names of Allaah mentioned here refer to Allaah’s rising above the Throne and His Wisdom

d) this is part of the longest aayah in the whole Qur’aan

Answers: a) b) 
Box 65
Its meaning is that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah 
:  “laa ilaaha” (Nothing has the right to be worshipped) negates everything worshipped besides Allaah, and “ill Allaah” (except Allaah) affirms worship for Allaah alone, and that none is given any share of worship along with Him, just as there is to be no one given any share in His Dominion and Sovereignty.  
The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That a person who affirms that there is no Creator except for Allaah has affirmed:

a) all aspects of tawheed 

b) no more than the mushriks of the time of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam did 

c) tawheed ur ruboobiyyah 

d) tawheed ul uloohiyyah

Answers: b) c)

Q2. That when the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam called the people to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah:

a) some people refused to do so 

b) all the people accepted his call

c) some people accused him of madness

d) most people thought he was calling them to tawheed ur ruboobiyyah 

Answers: a) c)

Q3. That the mushriks who refused to accept the call of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam;

a) agreed that Allaah had created them

b) rejected the existence of Allaah

c) hated Allaah

d) knew in their hearts that laa ilaaha ill Allaah was a statement of tawheed ur ruboobiyyah 
 

Answer: a)

Q4. That when it is said, “laa ma’bood ill Allaah”:

a) this is from the truest and greatest statements that a person can make

b) this is a great error 
 

c) this implies that everything that is worshipped is in fact Allaah

d) this is incorrect unless we add in “bihaqq” to exclude worship of all false deities 
 

Answers: b) c) d)

Q5. That with regards to the statement laa ma’booda bihaqq ill Allaah then this:

a) comprises a negation and an affirmation 

b) comprises two negations

c) implies that nothing should be worshipped

d) does not exclude worship of al laat and al ‘uzzah

Answer: a)

� Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 18





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





His saying, He the Most High:


(He) bore witness


Meaning: He judged and He ordained and He informed and He made clear and He made it binding.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Meaning: laa ma’booda bi haqq ill Allaah (there is none truly deserving of worship except Allaah).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Laa ilaaha (there is no deity worthy of worship) – this (contains) laa naafiyah (laa implying negation), negating everything which is worshipped besides Allaah.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





illaa huwa (except for Allaah) – this affirms worship for Allaah alone.


As for those who are worshipped besides Allaah, then worship of them is false and futile, as per His saying, He the Most High:


That is because Allaah – He is al Haqq (the True One, deserving all worship); and those whom they call upon besides Him are futile and false. And Allaah, He is al ‘Alee (the Exalted), al Kabeer (the Most Great).


Soorah al Hajj (22) aayah 62





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





He, the Perfect and Most High, bears witness to His Oneness; and He is the Most Truthful of those who speak, and His bearing witness, He the Perfect and Most High, is the truest testimony, because it comes from One who is All Wise, All Aware, All Knowing. He knows everything, so therefore it is a testimony which is true.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





They are honoured angels, honoured servants; Allaah created them to worship Him.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about the angels:





Allaah the Blessed and Most High created them from light and He created them with the disposition to worship Him. So there is no path to disobedience (to Allaah) for them at all.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about the angels:





And Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, praised them in noble aayaat and the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam clarified their excellence likewise. So Allaah said with regards to them:





They do not disobey Allaah in that which Allaah has commanded them and they do that which they are commanded.


Soorah at Tahreem (66) aayah 6





And He mentioned them in this way with His statement:





And if they (those people) are too proud then there are those who are with your Lord who make tasbeeh of Him night and day, and they are never slacken from worship of Him.


Soorah al Fussilat (41) aayah 38


Meaning: the angels.





And Allaah described them in this way with having lengthy qunoot and excellence of obedience, so He said:





They make tasbeeh of Him night and day and they never slacken in this.


Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 20





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





They declare His Perfection night and day and they never slacken. In addition, Allaah created them to carry out His commands in the creation…so every angel from amongst them is entrusted with a duty.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Their (the angels’) testimony is a true testimony because they are people of knowledge and of worship and of awareness of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And they are from the most excellent of the creation, along with the point of disagreement: Are the righteous human beings more excellent than the angels or are the angels more excellent than the righteous humans? There being disagreement (about this point).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The ulul ‘ilm (the people of knowledge) are of two categories : 


(firstly) the angels


And secondly, the possessors of knowledge from mankind.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The ulul ‘ilm only testify for something which is true, in contrast to the ignorant ones, those whose testimony is given no consideration.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





This is a case of tashreef (showing the honour and nobility) of the people of knowledge since Allaah joined their testimony along with His Testimony, He the Perfect and Most High and with the testimony of His angels. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is not to be said about them (the scholars of knowledge of worldly matters) that they are “ahl ul ‘ilm (people of knowledge) in an unrestricted sense because their knowledge is limited in scope and restricted. 





Instead it is to be said, “This person is knowledgeable about arithmetic,” “This person is knowledgeable about engineering,” “This person is knowledgeable about medicine.” But it is not to be said about them “ahl ul ‘ilm” unrestrictedly because this term is not used unrestrictedly except for the people who have knowledge of the (Islaamic) legislation.





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





And if only the people knew what is contained in knowledge (of the Legislation) by way of virtue  and nobility and goodness, relating to this worldly life, the barzakh and the Hereafter, they would certainly race with each other towards it and compete with each other in attaining it and proceed upon its path as long as the soul remained in the body; and for this reason there is no end to this (seeking knowledge) until yaqeen (certainty i.e. death) comes.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Amongst them (the people who are scholars of worldly knowledge) are atheists whose (worldly) knowledge mostly increases them in ignorance concerning Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and in self delusion and in atheism, as you can see today in the disbelieving nations.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So how can it be said (about these scholars of worldly knowledge who are atheist) that they are ahl ul ‘ilm, those whom Allaah has mentioned in His saying,


“and the people of knowledge (bear witness)” ?


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 18


This is completely unfeasible.





And likewise His saying:


It is only those who have knowledge amongst His slaves that fear Allaah.


Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 28





What is meant is scholars of the Legislation, those who truly know Allaah and who truly worship Him and who fear Him.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





As for them (the scholars of only worldly knowledge) then most of them do not fear Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic; rather they disbelieve in Allaah and reject Him and they claim that the world has no Lord and that ‘Nature” brought it about and controls it, as is the (claim) of the Communists; they reject the Lord, the Perfect and Most High even though they have worldly knowledge. 





So how then could we say, “Indeed those people are the ahl ul ‘ilm”?!





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The word “qist” means “’adl” (justice) – meaning Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, establishes justice in everything. And ‘adl is the opposite of jawr (injustice). And He, the Perfect and Most High, is a Just Judge; nothing but justice emanates from Him in everything.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





…al ‘Azeez (the All Mighty), al Hakeem (the All Wise)


These are two Names of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, comprising two Attributes from His Attributes; and they are al ‘Izzah (Might) and al Hikmah (Wisdom).





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool: 





And through this you come to know that whoever explains al ilaah (the object of worship) to be ar rabb (the Lord) – meaning that He is One Fully Able to originate things from nothing, as is the explanation given by the people of blameworthy kalaam (theological rhetoric) from the Ash’arees and the Maatureedees and their like. 





So this (statement of theirs) is from the most false and futile things that there can be because it contradicts the Arabic language and the Arabic language refutes it; and it contradicts the Qur’aan and the Sunnah…





They (these people of rhetoric) say that the meaning of laa ilaaha is: none is Fully Able to originate things from nothing except Allaah. And so they do not declare to be a disbeliever the person who takes another object of worship along with Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, in worship. 





They say, “As long as he affirms tawheed ur ruboobiyyah and that Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, is the One who is unique with regards to His actions, with His giving provision and His giving life and His causing death, and with regards to His controlling the affairs in His Dominion and in that which He does – then (this person) is a believer.”





And this is false and futile.





And some of them explain al ilaah with another explanation, returning back to the meaning of ruboobiyyah (Lordship). One of the major scholars of the Ash’arees – and he was as Saanoosee in his well known book “Umm ul baraaheen” with regards to the Ash’aree ‘aqeedah  - says:


“So al Ilaah is the One who is completely independent of everything other than Him and of whom everyone other than Him is in need.”





He says: “So the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is : there is none who is completely independent of everything other than Him and there is none whom everyone other than Him is in need of - except for Allaah.”





So the meaning of the statement of tawheed with them is: the tawheed of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, in His Ruboobiyyah (Lordship). 





And this is from the most futile of futile matters because Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, informed in His Book that the mushrikoon (people of shirk) affirmed this which he (as Saanoosee) deemed to be the meaning of tawheed.





He (the Ash’aree) says: “So the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is : there is none who is completely independent of everything other than Him and there is none whom everyone other than Him is in need of - except for Allaah.”





 Did you not see Aboo Jahl and his companions – were they not people who certainly held that: there is none who is completely independent of everything other than Him and there is none whom everyone other than Him is in need of - except for Allaah”? They truly believed in this, just as Allaah, the Majestic and most High, made clear in the Qur’aan in very many aayaat , such as His statement:





And if you were to ask them, “Who created the Heavens and the Earth and subjugated the Sun and the Moon?”, they would surely say, “Allaah”.


Soorah an ‘Ankaboot (29) aayah 61





And if you were to ask them, “Who created them?” they would surely say, “Allaah”.


Soorah az Zukhruf (43) aayah 87





Say, “Who gives you provision from the sky and the Earth, or who own the hearing and the sight…”


Up towards the end of the aayah, then He said:


They will say, “Allaah!” Will you not then have taqwaa?”


Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 31





Say, “Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and the Lord of the Tremendous Throne?”


Soorah al Mu-minoon (23) aayah 86





Say, “In whose Hand is the sovereignty of every thing? And He protects (all) whilst there is no Protector against Him, if you truly know? They will say, “Allaah”.


Soorah al Mu-minoon (23) aayaat 88 to 89





… So this is the meaning of ilaah  and this is the meaning of laa ilaaha i.e. laa ma’booda (there is no (true) object of worship). This tafseer (explanation) is an explanation from the Qur’aan, an explanation which came from Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, and from His Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. And it is not an explanation based on personal deduction from the scholars of this da’wah (call) -  as is claimed by people of foolish talk  and the enemies of tawheed.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is not – as is said by the people of falsehood – that there is no creator nor provider except Allaah, because this is (only) tawheed ur ruboobiyyah (tawheed of Allaah’s worship).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The people of shirk agreed to that (tawheed ur ruboobiyyah) but they would not say laa ilaaha ill Allaah.


He, the Most High, said:


When it is said to them, “Say laa ilaaha ill Allaah!”, they became haughty.


And they say, “Are we to abandon worshipping our gods for a crazy poet?”


Soorah as Saaffaat (37) aayaat 35 to 36





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





…our gods…


Soorah as Saaffaat (37) aayaat 35 to 36


Meaning: our objects of worship…


And when he said to them, “Say laa ilaaha ill Allaah” they said:


Has he made all the objects of worship into a single one? This is something very strange!


Soorah Saad (38) aayah 5


They thought that there were many objects which could be worshipped.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah about the statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah (there is none who deserves to be worshipped except Allaah):





This (refusal of the mushriks to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah) proves that its meaning is laa ma’booda bi haqq ill Allaah (there is none which truly deserves worship except Allaah).





Whereas if its meaning were ‘there is no Creator nor Provider except Allaah” then they (the mushriks) agreed to that and they did not question it. So if that were its meaning, they would not have refused to say ‘laa ilaaha ill Allaah’. 





This is because when they were asked, “Who created the Heavens and the Earth?” they used to say, “Allaah.” And when they were asked, “Who is the One who creates? Who gives provision? Who gives life and causes death? And who controls the affairs?”, they would say, “Allaah.”





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So if you were to say, laa ma’booda ill Allaah (there is nothing worshipped besides Allaah), then this would be a great error because then all the objects of worship (which people take) would be Allaah – Exalted is Allaah above this.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about the person who says laa ma’booda ill Allaah:





He has made a mistake and has not understood the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah because the meaning of that (laa ma’booda ill Allaah) negates the existence of (multiple, false) objects of worship without exception. And this is in opposition to what actually takes place;  the (false) objects of worship are present in every time. 


However the object of worship which is deserving (of worship) is Allaah alone. 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Rather if you restrict (the statement laa ma’booda ill Allaah) and you say “bi haqq” (deservedly), then all the objects of worship are negated except for Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.


You must say “laa ma’booda bi haqq ill Allaah” (nothing deserves to be worshipped except Allaah).





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool about the false objects of worship:





So they are termed aalihah (objects of worship) in the (Arabic) language – all of them are aalihah. The Arabs used to call them aalihah; and the people nowadays since they are ignorant of the language do not call them aalihah. Rather they call them mashaayikh (shaykhs) and saaliheen (righteous people) and awliyaa (beloved friends of Allaah) and tombs and sacred tombs. The names are changed but they are aalihah. 





Everything which is worshipped besides Allaah, be it a stone or a tree or a shaytaan or a walee (beloved friend of Allaah) , there is no distinction – meaning there is no distinction between a person worshipping a righteous being or worshipping a shaytaan or (worshipping) a wicked being – all of these are aalihah (which are worshipped) upon falsehood. They do not deserve to be worshipped even if they are from the righteous beings.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So laa ilaaha -  is a negation of worship for everything other than Allaah.


ill Allaah – this is affirmation of worship for Allaah alone, with no partner for Him…


So tawheed must have a negation and an affirmation; an affirmation alone will not suffice nor will a negation alone suffice. There must be negation and affirmation, just as He, the Most High, said:





So whoever rejects the false objects of worship and truly believes in and worships Allaah…


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 256





And worship Allaah and do not associate anything in worship along with Him…


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 36





