Box 59
And it is istislaam to Him with tawheed
 and inqiyaad to Him with obedience and to free and dissociate oneself from shirk and its people

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That “Islaam”:

a) is derived linguistically from the Arabic word for “peace and friendship” 

b) involves facing towards Allaah’s Sacred House at all times 

c) means that a person tries to make all his actions purely and sincerely for Allaah alone

d) involves having raghbah 
Answer: c) d)

Q2. That the “istislaam” referred to in the Imaam’s words here: 

a) involves singling Allaah out with worship
 

b) would apply to anyone who worships Allaah alone without making any partners for Him

c) was something that only the Prophets could do

d) is the legislated greeting for when two Muslims meet each other

Answers: a) b)  

Q3. That the “inqiyaad” referred to in the Imaam’s words here involves:

a) obeying Allaah in whatever He commanded 
 

b) disobeying Allaah in whatever He forbade

c) staying away from whatever Allaah commanded and forbade

d) staying away from whatever Allaah commanded

Answer: a) 

Q4. That the “dissociating from shirk and its people” :

a) involves distancing oneself from the people of shirk
b) necessitates hating the shirk that the people of shirk commit
c) forbids the Muslim from engaging in buying or selling with the people of shirk
d) necessitates that the Muslim never visits the countries of the mushrikoon
Answers: a) b)

Q5. That for a person to be counted as one of the Muslims, they must have which of the following characteristics:

a) a Muslim sounding name

b) be born into a Muslim family

c) submitting to Allaah with tawheed

d) affirming four categories of tawheed

e) obeying Allaah in that which He commanded

f) dissociating from the people of shirk

g) having a shaykh to follow

h) dissociating from whatever opposes tawheed 

Answers: c) e) f) h)

Box 60
And it is of three levels:

Islaam

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That the Islaam mentioned here by the Imaam:

a) is the first of the levels of the religion 

b) is more encompassing than ihsaan 

c) is the religion of all of mankind and jinn

d) is something which a Muslim automatically loses when he commits a major sin

Answer: a) b) 

Q2. That the munaafiq:

a) is to be treated as a Muslim so long as he manifests Islaam 

b) is entitled to the rights of a Muslim in this world

c) is to be burned after death before being buried

d) will be in the lowest depth of Paradise as a punishment for his shortcomings 

Answers: a) b) 

Box 61
And eemaan and ihsaan

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That with regards to eemaan :

a) it is the second of the three levels of the religion

b) its people are of differing levels 

c) it can be nullified by shirk

d) committing major sins does not damage it

Answer: a) b) c)

Q2. That with regards to ihsaan: 

a) it was defined by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam in the hadeeth of Jibreel

b) it is that you see Allaah wherever you are 

c) it is exactly the same as Islaam

d) it refers to having ihsaan (fine treatment) towards your parents

Answer: a)

Box 62
And each level has pillars 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That a pillar:

a) is something that you rest upon

b) is something that something other than it is established upon 

c) is something that supports itself and nothing else

d) is something which is established upon other things

Answer: b) 

Q2. That with regards to arkaan and shuroot:

a) they are both the same as each other 

b) wudhoo is one of the arkaan of the prayer 

c) reciting Soorah al Faatihah is from the arkaan of the prayer 

d) making the initial takbeer is from the arkaan of the prayer

Answers: c) d)

Box 63
So the pillars of Islaam are five:

The testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah 
 and that Muhammad rasool ullaah 
and the establishing of the prayer 

and the paying of the zakaat

and the fasting of Ramadaan

and performing the Hajj to the Sacred House of Allaah 

The Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation:

Q1. That these five pillars:

a) are necessary for a person to establish Islaam 

b) are the only matters that constitute Islaam 

c) are the only aspects of Islaam which all the Muslims nowadays put into practice

d) none of the above

Answer: a)

Q2. That the hadeeth of  ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu quoted by the Shaykh:

a) shows that Islaam is established upon six pillars not five

b) tells us that these pillars are what Islaam is built upon 

c) informs us that these pillars are Islaam and there is nothing else in Islaam

d) tells us that the most important of the pillars is the Hajj

Answer: b)

� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





This is the definition of Islaam: and it is istislaam (submitting) to Allaah, the Most High, with tawheed, with the meaning that when “Islaam” is mentioned alone in this way, it includes along with it eemaan of the heart. 


(In contrast) Islaam and eemaan when they are both mentioned together are separate from each other in meaning, just as in the hadeeth of Jibreel; eemaan is explained to be actions relating to the heart and Islaam is explained to mean actions relating to the limbs.


However if Islaam alone is mentioned, eemaan enters along with it. And if eemaan alone is mentioned, Islaam enters along with it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Islaam is derived from “aslama” to something, when he submitted to it; (for example) aslama (he submitted) to being killed.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





So Islaam is submitting one’s face and qasd (purpose and resolve) and intention to Him, the Mighty and Majestic.





And who is better in deen (religion) than one who aslama (submits) his face to Allaah and he is a doer of the good (which Allaah legislated) and follows the religious way of Ibraaheem, the haneef .


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 125





Rather whoever aslama (submits) his face for Allaah…


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 112





Meaning: he makes his deeds purely and sincerely for Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic. And he yields to Allaah, obediently and by choice and with raghbah (desire) and mahabbah (out of love).





� Shaykh Saalih ibn ‘Abdil ‘Azeez aale Shaykh hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





Islaam (submission) to Allaah and istislaam to Allaah have one (and the same) meaning; he (the author rahimahullaah) restricted it in this place with his statement, “with tawheed”.


And tawheed includes tawheed of Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, in His ruboobiyyah (Lordship) and in His uloohiyyah (Right to be worshipped) and in His Names and His Attributes.


And that which is intended specifically from these three is – tawheed of worship because the dispute (between the Prophets and their opponents) occurred with regards to it. And it is well that the tawheed of the worship contains tawheed of ruboobiyyah and the tawheed of Names (and Attributes).





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Al istislaam (submitting) to Allaah with tawheed: it is to single Allaah, the Majestic and Most High, out with worship. And this is the meaning of tawheed. So whoever worships Allaah alone, attributing no partner to Him, then he has indeed made istislaam to Him.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





Just as Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, is alone in His actions, in creating and giving provision and giving life and causing death, and giving and withholding, (then) it is a must that He be singled out, He the Perfect and Most High, in the actions of the servants, in supplication and seeking deliverance and making oaths and other than that from the actions which have been mentioned previously.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And inqiyaad (yielding) to Him with obedience: with regards to whatever He has commanded you with and whatever he has forbidden you from. So whatever He commanded you with, then you do it and whatever He forbade you from then you avoid it, in obedience to Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.





� Shaykh Muhammad Amaan al Jaami rahimahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool:





And his statement: inqiyaad (yielding) to Him with obedience…


(Meaning) obedience to Allaah, the Most High and obedience to His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam .


So the Messenger of Allaah has (the right to) absolute obedience without restriction; and obedience to other than him from the created beings is restricted, such as obedience to those in authority and obedience to the parents, this is restricted.


As for obedience to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam (this is) absolute, unrestricted obedience.


(Allaah, the Most High, says:)


Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger…


He linked obedience to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam to obedience to Allaah, the Most High, and He repeated the verb (“obey”). 


Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger and those of you who are in authority.


Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59


And when He mentioned those in authority, He did not repeat the verb (“obey”) because obedience to them is subordinate to obedience to Allaah, the Most High and obedience to His Messenger ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam .





As for if the Messenger commands or forbids, then we do not (need to) look into that (issue) being present in the Book; we give him absolute obedience even if that which is being commanded with upon the tongue of the Messenger ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam does not occur in the Qur’aan, and even if that which is being forbidden from upon the tongue of the Messenger ‘alaihissalaatu was salaam does not occur in the Qur’aan; it is obligatory upon us to obey him. And this is the meaning of absolute obedience.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





It is not sufficient that you submit to Allaah and yield to Him with obedience but do not free yourself from shirk nor from the people of shirk; this will not suffice and you will not be counted as a Muslim until you have these characteristics:


Firstly: submitting to Allaah with tawheed


Secondly: yielding to Him with obedience 


Thirdly: freeing oneself from that which opposes tawheed and that which opposes obedience – and it is shirk.


Fourthly: freeing oneself from the people of shirk





By actualising these characteristics you will be a Muslim. As for if you miss out on a single characteristic from them, then you will not be a Muslim. 


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





We have said that the religion is of three levels, some of them being higher than others. The first level from the levels of the religion is Islaam, then after it comes eemaan, then after it comes ihsaan.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Therefore Islaam is more encompassing and eemaan is more restricted than Islaam and ihsaan is more restricted than eemaan.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The scope of Islaam is wide; the hypocrites enter within it if they (outwardly) comply with Islaam and they outwardly display it and they outwardly adhere to it.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





However in the Hereafter they will be in the lowest depth of the Fire because they do not have eemaan; rather they have only apparent Islaam.


� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





From (the people of eemaan) there are the muqarraboon (those who draw especially close through their good deeds); and from them are the abraar (the righteous ones). And the muqarraboon are of the highest level and the abraar are lesser than them.


And from them is the person who wrongs himself and he is the one who commits major sins which are less than shirk so he is a sinful believer or a believer who is deficient in eemaan.





He, the Most High, said:


Then We gave the Scripture as inheritance to those whom We chose from Our servants.


So from them are those who wrong themselves and from them are those who take a middle course and from them are those who are foremost upon good deeds by the permission of Allaah.


And that is the great bounty.


Soorah Faatir (35) aayah 32





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Ihsaan is that a person does well with regards to that which is between him and Allaah, in the worship of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam mentioned ihsaan, so he said:


Ihsaan is that you worship Allaah as if you are seeing Him, and even though you do not see Him, then He certainly sees you.


(Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (50) and Muslim from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah radi Allaahu ‘anhu) 


� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool :





So the pillars of Islaam are five (in number)  and the pillars of eemaan are six and the pillar of ihsaan is one.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And a pillar is that which something stands upon. So the pillars of something are its aspects which it stands upon and it cannot stand without them.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





And the pillars (of something) are within the thing, contrary to the shuroot (conditions) for they are outside the thing.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The shuroot of the prayer are outside the prayer (coming) before it. 





As for the arkaan (pillars) of the prayer then they are within it; such as the initial takbeer (saying Allaahu akbar) and the recitation of al Faatihah. So if anything from them is missing, then the prayer will not be correct, just as if there were something missing from the pillars of the building then it would not stand and it would not be supported.


� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool :





Its meaning (of the testimony of laa ilaaha ill Allaah) is a negation and an affirmation.


So the phrase laa ilaaha (there is nothing worthy of worship) negates everything which is worshipped besides Allaah;


and ill Allaah (except Allaah)  affirms the right of worship for Allaah alone, to the exclusion of everything else.


And it is a testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah – (they are) a single pillar and not two pillars. And this is due to the inseparable nature of the two shahaadahs (testimonies), in knowledge and action. So the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah will not be accepted nor completed except with the testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah; and the latter (of these two) will not be accepted without the former.





So from this is that the two (testimonies) are one pillar since whoever  testifies that laa ilaaha ill Allaah (none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah), then it is binding upon him that he bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah because Allaah is the One who sent him as a messenger and bestowed favour upon the ummah by sending him as a messenger.





And whoever testifies that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, it is binding upon him that he bear witness that laa ilaaha ill Allaah because Allaah is the One who sent him as a messenger.





So the one who takes the two shahaadahs believes in the Mursil (the One who sent the Messenger) and he believes in the Mursal (the one who was sent as a messenger) – and this is the reality of Islaam. 





� Shaykh Zayd al Madkhalee hafidhahullaah mentions in his explanation of Thalaathat ul Usool :





And the establishing of the prayer…


And it is the second pillar and the meaning of ‘establishing of the prayer’ is to carry it out in the correctly legislated manner, beginning with its purification and proceeding to (carry out) its pillars and its conditions and those things which are obligatory and doing it in the manner explained by the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam by his saying and his action.


And he said to us, “Pray as you have seen me pray.”





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





Jibreel ‘alaihissalaam asked the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaihi wa sallam in the presence of the Companions saying, “Tell me about Islaam.”


So he said:


“Islaam is that you testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allaah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allaah, and that you establish the prayer, and that you give the zakaat, and that you fast in Ramadaan and that you make pilgrimage to the House if you are able to make your way to it.”


(Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (50) and Muslim from the hadeeth of Aboo Hurairah radi Allaahu ‘anhu) 





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





If these pillars are missing then (the person’s) Islaam will not be upright.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The rest of the actions of obedience are matters of completion for these (five) pillars.





� Shaykh al Fawzaan comments in his explanation of al Usool uth Thalaathah:





The hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa makes it clear that these five are the  foundations of Islaam.


So he said:


Islaam is built upon five…


(Hadeeth reported by al Bukhaaree (8) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa)


Meaning that these five are not the whole of Islaam; rather they are its pillars and its foundations which it rests upon. And the rest of the legislated matters are matters which perfect and complete these pillars. 








