THE AUTHOR SAID ().
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«The proof is the saying of Allaah, the Most High:
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“By time, mankind is in a state of loss, except those

who believe, do righteous deeds, recommend one

another to the truth and enjoin one another with
patient perseverance.” [Soorah Al‘Ast] »
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EXPLANATION:

Now we come to this remarkable Soorah, and it is the saying of the

Most High:
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“By time, mankind is in a state of loss, except those

who believe, do righteous deeds, recommend one

another to the truth and enjoin one another with
patient perseverance.”

This style of sentence is known in the Arabic language as an oath.
Similar to that is ‘By the night!” and, ‘By the sun!’



Allaah swears by His creation in many places in the Qur'aan; and
Allaah can swear by whatever He chooses from His creation. He does
this to show its elevated status or to point to the greatness of what is
being sworn by.

As for the creation, then it is not permissible for them to swear by
other than Allaah, based on the saying of the Prophet (s22);

“Whoever swears by other than Allaah has
committed disbelief or Shirk.”"

The letters used to take an oath (in the Arabic language) are three:
“« n o ”n “« ”n
waw”, “taa” and “baa”.

It is conditional that the letter “baa” be mentioned along with the
verb, whether it precedes it or not. (It is said) “billachi ugsim” or
“ugsim billachi” and “billachi ahlif” and “ahlif billachi”. This is not a
condition for “waw” and “taa”. The sentence “tallaahi” is found many
times in Qur’aan (without any verb being apparent).

What object is being sworn by in this virtuous Seorah!

(The answer) is: Time. Additionally, what is the time that Allaah is
swearing by in this magnificent surah! Is it that well known period of
time that begins at the end of dhuhr and lasts until Maghrib, or is it
time as a whole!

Each of these two positions has been adopted by a group of scholars.
Let us examine what is the underlying reason for this oath, and the

! Reported by At-Tirmidhi (no.1535) upon the authority of ‘Abdullaah ibn

‘Umar ().



knowledge of this is with Allaah. Yet, both of these opinions are
feasible. If ‘asr here is understood to be that well known period, then
this is the time for the ‘asr prayer; and this prayer is one of the
bardayn (the two prayers performed at two cool parts of the day), it is the
middle prayer and taking a false oath after the ‘asr prayer is very
dangerous and serious. Consequently, it is one of the most
honourable times. There are (proofs) that stress the excellence of the
‘asr prayer and emphasize its importance, and there are proofs that
warn against abandoning or delaying it.

The First Type:

Upon the authority of Jareer ibn ‘Abdullaah Al-Bajali () that he

said:
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“You will see your Lord as you see the moon on a
night when there is a full moon. If you are able to
(prepare for) the fajr and ‘asr prayer and stop
yourself from being overcome (by sleep, work, etc),
then do so.”

This hadeeth establishes two things:
1. It affirms that the believers will see their Lord on the Day of

Judgement.
2. The excellence of the ‘Asrand Fajr prayer.

2 Reported by Al-Bukhaaree (no.554) and Muslim (no.554) and (no.1432).



