186
ونعلم أن الله سبحانه وتعالى ما أمر ونهى إلا المستطيع للفعل والترك وأنه لم يجبر أحدا على معصية ولا اضطره الى ترك طاعة
And we know that Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, did not command and forbid except a person who was able to do the action and leave (it), 

and that He did not force anyone to commit a sin 

nor did He compel him to leave an act of obedience.

Q1. Whom does Allaah command and prohibit?

He commands only the person who is able to do that action or to leave it. This is the person to whom commands and prohibitions are directed.

Q2. Which three types of people is the pen lifted from? Why?

It is lifted from:

a) the small child who has not reached puberty

b) the insane person

c) the person who is forced to do something, having no choice in that

So the pen is raised from these people and they are not addressed with commands nor prohibitions. Duty and responsibility are only placed upon the sane person who has the ability to act and who has a choice in the matter.
187
‏لا يكلف الله نفسا إلا وسعها  وقال الله تعالى ‏
And Allaah, the Most High, said:

Allaah does not burden a soul except with what it is able to bear.
 

Q1. How does the Shaykh explain his aayah?

He explains wuss’ahaa (what it is able to bear) to mean: its capability and ability.

And whatever the soul is not held accountable for whatever is outside its ability and capability.

188
‏‏ فاتقوا الله ما استطعتم‏ وقال الله تعالى
And Allaah, the Most High, said:

So have taqwaa of (fear and be dutiful to) Allaah as much as you are able.
 

Q1. How is the person who is unable to perform an obligatory action taken to account by Allaah for that?

He is not taken to account by Allaah for that which he is unable to do.

However if the person leaves the obligatory act, whilst he is able to do it, then he will be taken to account for this.

189
‏اليوم تجزى كل نفس بما كسبت لا ظلم اليوم وقال تعالى
And He, the Most High, said:

Today every person shall be recompensed for the deeds which he did.

There will be no injustice done to anyone this Day.

Q1. Which day is being referred to here?

It refers to the Day of Resurrection.

Q2. This aayah shows that the person will not be taken to account for what?

It shows that a person will not be taken to account for:

a) the earning of someone else

b) someone else’s action

c) what the person himself did whilst not intending to do that

d) what the person himself did whilst ignorant of it

e) what the person himself did whilst being unable to leave that action.


Rather the person is held accountable for that which he himself did by his own choice, his own will and his own taking on that action.

Q3. Why will there be no oppression on that day?

This is because if Allaah were to hold the people responsible for deeds which they did not themselves do, then He would have made dhulm (oppression) against them – and High and greatly Exalted is Allaah above doing that! For dhulm is to put something in other than its due place.

Q4. What will punishment and reward be linked to on that day?

They will be connected to kufr (disbelief) and eemaan (true faith), to obedience and disobedience. So punishment and reward are matters which are connected to the actions of the servants which they actually did by their own choice and will. And this is ‘adl (justice).
Q5. What acts of oppression does the Shaykh mention here that Allaah subhaanahu wa ta’aala is free and far removed from?

Allaah does not take a person to account for 

a) Something which the person did not do

b) Something which the person did without having any choice in that 

c) Something which the person did without having knowledge 
d) Something which the person did mistakenly

For if He were to take the person to account for any of these, this would be an act of oppression from Allaah which He is declared free of. 
Q6. To whom is Allaah ghafoor raheem in the context of the aayah from Soorah al Ahzaab (33:5)?

And there is no blame or fault upon you with regard to that which you did mistakenly; rather it is with regard to that which you did deliberately.

And Allaah is Ghafoor (the One who forgives extensively) and Raheem (has mercy).

So Allaah is Ghafoor and Raheem to the person who repents sincerely and seeks the forgiveness of His Lord. So Allaah has opened the door of repentance and hope for this person, despite their mistakes and their deliberate acts of disobedience. He did not cause this person to despair.

190
‏.‏ فدل على أن للعبد فعلا وكسبا يجزى على
حسنه بالثواب وعلى سيئه بالعقاب
So this shows that the person has actions and deeds which he earns; he will be given reward for the good deeds and is liable to punishment for the bad deeds.

Q1. What is ‘adl  and what is its opposite?

‘Adl (justice) is putting a thing in the place which befits it. And in this context, it refers to punishing the person who does evil and rewarding the person who does good.

And the opposite of ‘adl is dhulm, which is to put a thing in other than its due place, and in this case, it would be to give reward to the evildoer and to punish the doer of good. And Allaah is declared free of doing that.

Shall We make the Muslims just like the criminals?

What is wrong with you? How is it that you judge?

Shall We make those who have true faith and do righteous deeds just the same as those who cause corruption on the Earth? Or shall We make the people of taqwaa just like the wicked ones?

Q2. What is the evil thought about Allaah which is negated by the aayah quoted from Soorah al Jaathiyah (45: 21)? 

Or do those who earn evil deeds think that We shall make them just the same as those who have true faith and who perform righteous deeds, just the same in this life and after death?

Evil is the judgement which they make!
 

So this aayah negates the evil thought that Allaah will treat the evildoers the same as the doers of good - that He would oppress His servants by punishing the doer of good and rewarding the evildoer.

191
وهو واقع بقضاء الله وقدره
And this occurs by the preordainment of Allaah and His predecree

Q1. Which actions of ours do not occur by the qadaa and the qadr of Allaah?

None of our actions escape from the preordainment and predecree of Allaah.

Q2. Why then can we not use these as an excuse for our evil actions?

We cannot use this as an excuse since we have choice and wish and ability in our actions so we are responsible for them.

Q3. On account of what will Allaah punish the servants?

We are not asked about the preordainment and predecree of Allaah, nor we will be punished for these – rather we will be punished only for our actions which are our own doings. 

So Allaah does not punish the person for the fact that Allaah decreed that the person was going to do such and such an action. Rather reward and punishment is connected to the actions of the servants themselves which appeared from the servants by their choice and their will and their knowledge and their deliberate action.
� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 286


� And in his tafseer of this aayah, at Tabaree quotes from ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa who said: 


Allaah does not burden a soul except with what it is able to bear.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 286


They are the believers, Allaah has made the affair of their religion wide and expansive for them.


He then quotes the aayaat:


And He has not placed upon you any hardship in the religion.


Soorah al Hajj (22) aayah 78


Allaah intends ease for you and He does not intend difficulty for you.


Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 185


So have taqwaa of (fear and be dutiful to) Allaah as much as you are able.


Soorah at Taghaabun (64) aayah 16


� Soorah at Taghaabun (64) aayah 16


� At Tabaree rahimahullaah mentions in his tafseer of this aayah:


So have taqwaa of (fear and be dutiful to) Allaah as much as you are able.


Soorah at Taghaabun (64) aayah 16


(This aayah) was sent down after His statement:


Fear Allaah as He should be feared.


Soorah aale ‘Imraan (3) aayah 102


As a means of alleviation (of difficulty) upon the Muslims, and that His Statement:


So have taqwaa of (fear and be dutiful to) Allaah as much as you are able.


Abrogated His statement:


Fear Allaah as He should be feared.





And at Tabaree reports the like of this from Qataadah rahimahullaah.


And this is also reported by al Baghawee rahimahullah in his tafseer of the aayah from Soorah at Taghaabun (64:16).





� At Tabaree rahimahullaah mentions in his tafseer about this aayah:


Today, every person who does deeds will be rewarded according to his deed, and he will receive the reward of his deed; so the person who did good will be recompensed with good and the person who did evil will be recompensed with his recompense.


� Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 17


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


Reconciling between (the fact that) the action of the servant is created by Allaah and (the fact that) it is earned by the person who performs it





You will have come to know from what has preceded that the action of the servant is created by Allaah and (also) that it is something earned by the servant; he is rewarded for that which is good with the best reward and he is recompensed for the evil one with the like of it.


So how can we reconcile these two (matters)?


The two matters can be reconciled by (saying that) the action of the servant being created by Allaah, the Most High (is understood with) two matters:


The first: The action of the servant is from his sifaat (qualities), and the servant and his qualities are both creations of Allaah, the Most High.


The second: That the action of the servant emanates from the will of his heart (to do the action) and the ability of his body (to carry out the action). If it were not for these two, there would be no action.


And the One who created this will and ability was Allaah the Most High.


And the creator of the means is (also) the creator of the results which come about because of those means.


So the action of the servant being ascribed to the creation of Allaah is an ascription of the result of a cause being ascribed to a cause, not a direct ascription. For the person who directly did the act in reality is the servant (himself), so therefore the action is ascribed to him as being his earning and that which he acquired. And the action is ascribed to Allaah with regards to His creation and His ordainment. 


So each of these two ascription has a different aspect (of meaning) – and Allaah knows best.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p40)





� At Tabaree rahimahullaah mentioned in his tafseer of the aayah:


There will be no injustice done to anyone this Day.


Soorah Ghaafir (40) aayah 17


He says: There will be no depletion for anyone in that which was due to him from reward for his action in this worldly life, (whether that be the reward) being reduced if he were a doer of good or the sin of a crime which he did not do being placed upon the evildoer so that he is punished for it.


� Soorah al Ahzaab (33) aayah 5


� Soorah al Qalam (68) aayaat 35 to 36


� Soorah Saad (38) aayah 28


� Soorah al Jaathiyah (45) aayah 21


� And at Tabaree explains this aayah in his tafseer to mean:


Do those who committed evil deeds in this worldly life, and denied the messengers of Allaah, and opposed the command of their Lord, and worshipped other than Him – that We shall make them in the Hereafter just like those who had eemaan (true faith) in Allaah and attested to the truthfulness of His messengers and worked righteous deeds, so they (this group of people) obeyed Allaah, and made their worship purely and sincerely for Him to the exclusion of all rivals and other objects of worship?





No, not at all! Allaah would not do that! Rather He will distinguish between these two groups and He will place the party of eemaan in Paradise and the party of kufr in the blazing hellfire. 





