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برحمته ويضل من يشاء بحكمته يهدي من يشاء
He guides whomsoever He wishes through His Mercy and He misguides whomsoever He wishes through His Wisdom

Q1. To whom does Allaah give guidance?

He guides and misguides for a hikmah (wise purpose). So Allaah guides only the person who deserves guidance and whom He knows is fitting for guidance. And Allaah knows best those who will be guided. 
Q2. Why does Allaah not give guidance to certain people?

He misguides people in accordance with His hikmah and His ‘adl (Justice). And Allah is the most knowledgeable about those people who are not fitting for His guidance.

You (O Muhammad) cannot guide those whom you love. However Allaah guides whomever He wishes. And He knows best those who are guided.
 

Q3. Did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  seek forgiveness for Aboo Taalib after the latter had died?

Yes, he was keen for his paternal uncle to be guided before he died, and when Aboo Taalib died, the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

I will certainly seek forgiveness for you as long as I am not forbidden from doing so.

However, Allaah did forbid him from seeking forgiveness for his uncle:

It is not right for the Prophet nor for those who believe that they should seek forgiveness for the mushrikeen (people of shirk), even if they be close relatives.
 

And Allaah revealed about Aboo Taalib:

You (O Muhammad) cannot guide those whom you love. However Allaah guides whomever He wishes. And He knows best those who are guided.

Q4. What role did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  have in guiding people?
Al Hidaayah (guidance) is in the hands of Allaah, the Most High. 
And if your Lord had wished, all those upon the Earth would have believed, each and every one of them. Would you then compel the people so that they are believers?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was given the responsibility of al balaagh (conveying the Message). So he guided the people in the sense that he conveyed the Message of Islaam and directed the people towards guidance.

This type of guidance is illustrated by the aayah:

And indeed you (O Muhammad) guide to a way that is straight.
 
 
Meaning: you show the way and you direct towards guidance!

But as for the hidaayah (guidance) of the hearts and the guidance to accept the Truth when it comes to a person, then this type of guidance is in the Hand of Allaah alone. It is not in the hand of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam even if he eagerly desired guidance – as for example was the case with his uncle, Aboo Taalib.
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قال الله تعالى ‏‏لا يسأل عما يفعل وهم يسألون
Allaah the Most High said:

He (Allaah) is not questioned about what He does, 

but they will be questioned.

Q1. What is hikmah ?

Allaah is not asked about what He does, for He does whatever He wishes to for a hikmah (wise purpose), and He does not do anything except for a hikmah.

And hikmah is: to place matters in their due places.

Q2. Is there hikmah  underlying Allaah’s decision to send certain people to Paradise and others to the Fire?

Yes, there is hikmah in Allaah’s placing guidance with those people who are fitting for it and also in His placing misguidance with those who are fitting for that. 

There is hikmah in His guiding certain people to Paradise due to their being fitting for that, and likewise for those whom he guides to the Fire. All of this is done due to hikmah.
Q3. Which Muslim can feel safe from being misguided?

There is no Muslim who can feel safe from this. Every Muslim must turn to Allaah, calling upon Him for guidance and tawfeeq (being granted correctness). And the Muslim must not be amazed with himself nor with his own knowledge; rather he should entrust his affair to Allaah, the Most High.

And the Muslim should have fear of Allaah and that Allaah misguide him and cause his heart to deviate.
Q4. What supplication did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam used to make in this regard?

He used to say frequently: 

O Allaah, Turner of the hearts, make my heart firm upon your religion and upon obedience to You.

So ‘Aaishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa would say to him: 

You frequently say, “O Allaah, Turner of the hearts, make my heart firm upon your religion and upon obedience to You!”

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam responded:

And what will make me secure, when the hearts of the servants are between two Fingers from the Fingers of ar Rahmaan (the Most Merciful One) – if He wishes to turn around the heart of a slave, He turns it around.

Q5. Which aayaat from Soorah al An’aam does the Shaykh quote here and why?
And they (the Quraysh in the time of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) swore their strongest oaths that if a sign came to them, they would certainly believe in it.

But eemaan was not in their hands!

And how do you know – perhaps if signs came to them they would disbelieve . And We turn their hearts (away from eemaan) and their eyes (away from guidance), as they did not believe in it the first time. And We leave them wandering blindly.

These aayaat show that eemaan is in the Hand of Allaah, the Most High.
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قال الله تعالى ‏إنا كل شيء خلقناه بقدر
وقال تعالى ‏وخلق كل شيء فقدره تقديرا‏
And Allaah, the Most High, said:

We have created everything in accordance with a predecreed measure.

And He, the Most High, said:

And He created everything in accordance with a predecreed measure.

Q1. What do these aayaat affirm?
The first aayah affirms qadr (predecree). So every single thing, without exception, is predecreed.

The second aayah affirms that everything is from the creation of Allaah and is predecreed by Allaah. Nothing unexpectedly occurs or happens on its own ; rather it is in accordance with the ordainment and the predecree of Allaah.
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وقال تعالى ‏ما أصاب من مصيبة في الأرض ولا في أنفسكم إلا في كتاب من قبل أن نبرأها‏
And He the Most High said:

No calamity strikes upon the Earth or in yourselves except that it is inscribed in a Book before We bring it into existence.
 

Q1. Which examples of calamities are brought here by the Shaykh?

He mentions the calamities upon the servants:

a) which affect the servants themselves, from illnesses and death and the rest of the bodily afflictions

b) which affect the Earth, from drought, failure of the fruit crop, plant diseases which reduce the harvest and affect the grain and the fruits 

c) which occur upon the oceans and which cause huge amounts of wealth to be lost.

Q2. Why do these calamities occur?

All of these occur in accordance with the ordainment and predecree of Allaah. All of these matters occur for a hikmah (wise purpose) and they come about due to the actions of the servants which oppose the legislation of Allaah and obedience to Him.

Corruption has appeared upon the land and the sea because of the (sins) which the people earned, so that He should strike them (with punishment) for a part of what they have done, so that they should turn back and repent.

Q3. What is the Book referred to in the aayah? Which martabah  of qadr is this a proof for?

These calamities were written in al lawh al mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet). This therefore contains a proof for the second level of qadr, that of kitaabah (writing).

So these calamities do not occur randomly; rather they were something established and predecreed, which Allaah knew and wrote in al lawh al mahfoodh. 
Q4. Which other martabah is proved by this aayah?
This aayah also proves the fourth level of qadr, that of khalq (creating and bringing into existence). So the aayah shows that everything which occurs is from the creation of Allaah, the Perfect and Most High.
� Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 56 


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentioned about the aayah:


And He knows best those who are guided.


Soorah al Qasas aayah 56


And He knows best the one for whom He has ordained guidance.


And he mentioned from Qataadah rahimahullaah that he said about this aayah:


(He knows best) the one for whom Allaah has decreed guidance and misguidance.


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3884), Muslim and Ahmad in his Musnad. 


� Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 113


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentioned that Mujaahid rahimahullaah said about the aayah:


It is not right for the Prophet nor for those who believe that they should seek forgiveness for the mushrikeen (people of shirk)….


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 113


The believers were asking, “Should we not seek forgiveness for our fathers and yet Ibraaheem sought forgiveness for his father who was a disbeliever?” So Allaah sent down:


And Ibraaheem’s seeking forgiveness for his father was only because of a promise which he had made to him (his father)….


Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 113


 ..to the end of the aayah.


� Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 56


� Soorah Yoonus (10) aayah 99


� Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 52


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentioned about the aayah:


And indeed you (O Muhammad) guide to a way that is straight.


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 52


And indeed you O Muhammad guide our servants to a way that is straight, through supplication to Allaah and clarification for them.


And he mentioned that Qataadah rahimahullaah said about His statement:


And indeed you (O Muhammad) guide to a way that is straight.


Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 52


Allaah, the Blessed and Most High said:


And for every nation is a haad (guide).


Soorah ar Ra’d (13) aayah 8


A caller calling them to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.





� Soorah al Anbiyaa (21) aayah 23


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah, and declared by al Albaanee to be saheeh due to its supports in his checking of as Sunnah of ibn Abee ‘Aasim.


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 109


� Soorah al An’aam (6) aayaat 109 to 110 


� Soorah al Qamar (54) aayah 49


� Soorah al Furqaan (25) aayah 2


� And at Tabaree rahimahullaah mentioned from Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the mushrikoon of the Quraysh argued with the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam about qadr so Allaah sent down the aayah:


We have created everything in accordance with a predecreed measure.


Soorah al Qamar (54) aayah 49





� Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 22


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


Nabra’ahaa (We bring it into existence)


Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 22


Meaning before We create it. And the pronoun (‘it’) in the statement:


We bring it into existence..


Soorah al Hadeed (57) aayah 22


 - may possibly refer back to the calamity, and it may refer back to the selves and it may refer back to the Earth – and all of these are correct.


So the calamity is written down before Allaah the Mighty and Majestic creates it, and before He creates the selves which are afflicted with the calamity, and before He creates the Earth.


And in Saheeh Muslim (the Book of Predecree) from ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr who said: The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:


Allaah wrote the predecreed measures of the creation before He created the heavens and the Earth by fifty thousand years. 





 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p551)


� Soorah ar Room (30) aayah 41





