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ومن صفات الله تعالى أنه الفعال لما يريد لا يكون شيء إلا بإرادته
And from the Attributes of Allaah the Most High is that He is the Doer of whatever He wills. Nothing occurs except with His Will.

Q1. Which Attribute of Allaah’s will be discussed now?

It is Qadaa (Ordainment) and Qadr (Predecree). So Allaah ordained and predecreed everything which occurs in this creation.

Q2. What is the proof quoted by the Shaykh to prove the importance of this belief?

In order to prove that eemaan in qadaa and qadr is one of the six pillars of eemaan and from the fundamentals of eemaan, the Shaykh quotes the hadeeth of Jibreel when the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam stated:

Eemaan is that you truly believe in Allaah and His angels and His books and His messengers and in the Last Day, and that you truly believe in qadr (Predecree) the good of it and the bad of it. 

Q3. What is the first martabah of this belief?

The first martabah (level) is that Allaah knew whatever was and whatever will be, in His Eternal Knowledge which has been His Attribute always and will be forever so.

Q4. What is the second martabah of this belief?

The second level is that He wrote that in al lawh al mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet) in which He wrote everything that was going to occur until the establishment of the Hour.

Q5. What is the third martabah of this belief?

The third is that nothing occurs in this creation with regards to something coming into existence or something being destroyed or death or life or existence or non existence except with His mashiy’ah (wish and will).

So if He wills something, it occurs.

Q6. What proof does the Shaykh quote to prove this?

His Command when He wills anything is just that He says to it, “Be!” and it is.

Q7. What is the fourth martabah of this belief?

It is that when He wills anything, He creates it and brings it into existence. So there is nothing in this creation except that which Allaah has created and which He has brought into existence.

Q8. What proofs are quoted by the Shaykh to prove this?

Allaah is the Creator of everything and He is a guardian over everything.

Q9. Who creates the actions that we do?

Allaah is alone in creating and bringing things into existence. So the deeds of the servants are from amongst those things which Allaah created.

And Allaah created you and whatever you do.

However these deeds are from the actions of the servants which they perform themselves from their own will and wish and ability. But it is Allaah who created these actions and brought them into existence.

Q10. Who is able to stop Allaah doing what He wishes to?

No one is able to stop Him doing what He wishes to do.

Allaah does whatever He wills.

And if Allaah had wished, they would not have fought each other. However Allaah does whatever He wills.

Allaah is fa’aal lima yureed (One who does whatever He wills).

In contrast, the created being may will something but then not be able to do it.
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ولا يخرج شيء عن مشيئته وليس في العالم شيء يخرج عن تقديره ولا يصدر إلا تدبيره 
ولا محيد لاحد عن القدر المقدور
 ولا يتجاوز ما خط في اللوح المسطور
And nothing escapes from His mashiy’ah (wish), 

and there is nothing in the creation which departs from His taqdeer (predecree),

and nothing comes about except through His tadbeer (command),

and no one can avoid the predecree which has been ordained for him,

and no one can go beyond what was written for him in the Inscribed Tablet.
Q1. Are there things which happen to us without us choosing them to happen?
As for the aqdaar (decreed events) which occur to the created being without his choosing them, then these are just from Allaah. Examples of these include illness and good health, wealth and poverty; these occur without the servant’s wish and will. 

So therefore the answer to the questions is: yes, there are things which happen to us which we do not wish to happen.
Q2. Does Allaah create the actions that we choose to do?

Those actions which Allaah decreed for every created being must actually come to pass, whether they be from good or evil, a good state or corruption, from kufr or eemaan. 

In these actions, the servant can choose which path to take i.e. these actions occur with the wish and will of the servants. 

However this choice that the servant has in these actions does not prevent them from being something created by Allaah. For Allaah created the servant’s ability and his wish and will – and He created their actions.
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أراد ما العالم فاعلوه
He willed whatever the creation do

Q1. What are the two types of iraadah mentioned by the Shaykh here?

He mentions:

1) al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) which covers every single thing.

2) al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will).

So the Universal Creational will is the one which Imaam ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah refers to in this point. This includes the good and the evil, the kufr and the eemaan, the obedience to Allaah and the disobedience. All of these Allaah has willed to occur, but this does not necessitate that Allaah loves for the servants to commit these actions. 

This type of will covers everything that Allaah willed to exist.

And that which Allaah wills and wishes from his al iraadah al kawniyyah must occur.
The second type of iraadah mentioned here - al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah – applies to acts of obedience only, those things which Allaah loves but which may occur or may not occur. This type of iraadah is illustrated in the aayaat:
Allaah wants ease for you and He does not want difficulty for you.

And Allaah wishes to accept your repentance, but those who follow desires want you to deviate greatly away.

Q2. Which of them must happen and which of them may or may not happen? What examples does the Shaykh give of the latter type?
The al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) must certainly occur.
The al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will) may or may not occur.

Examples of the latter include:

Allaah’s willing the kaafir to accept Islaam, but this kaafir did not end up accepting Islaam. So that which Allaah willed and legislated (the second type of iraadah) did not happen in this case.

Allaah’s willing all of mankind to have eemaan ; but the believer obeyed and the kaafir disobeyed.
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ولو عصمهم لما خالفوه ولو شاء أن يطيعوه جميعا لأطاعوه
And if He had made them ma’soom (infallible) then they would not have disobeyed Him.

And if He had wished them all to obey Him, then they would all have been obedient to Him.

Q1. Why does Allaah not make all of mankind into believers?

If He had wished for all the creation to have eemaan then the whole of the creation would have truly believed. However due to His hikmah (wisdom), He caused this matter of eemaan (whether a person accepts eemaan or not) to relate to the people’s own choice.
And if your Lord had wished, He would have made all of mankind a single nation.

And if Allaah had wished, they would not have done it. So leave them and whatever lies they invent.

And if We had wished, We would have given every soul its guidance.

Q2. Who compels the kuffaar to disbelieve?

The believer chooses eemaan through his own wish and will.

And the kaafir chooses kufr thorough his own wish, will and choice.
On account of this difference in the people with regard to their choosing or not choosing eemaan, jihaad in Allaah’s path comes about and Allaah’s Names and Attributes are manifested, from His Bestowing favour and His Mercy (upon the believers) and His Anger and His Punishment (upon the kuffaar).
Q3. What would be the consequence if all of mankind were to be righteous?
If this were the case, then there would be no one from the people of the Fire.

And likewise, were all the people to be kuffaar, then there would be no one from the people of Paradise.

So Allaah from His Wisdom decreed eemaan and kufr. He ordered with commands and prohibitions as a test and a trial; so whoever obeys Him becomes from the people of Paradise and whoever disobeys Him becomes from the people of the Fire because of the person’s own actions and choice.
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خلق الخلق وأفعالهم
He created the created beings and their actions.

Q1. What two aayaat does the Shaykh quote to prove this point?
And Allaah created you and that which you do.

Allaah is the Creator of everything.
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وقدر أرزاقهم وآجالهم
And He predecreed their provision and their life spans.

Q1. Which aspects of our lives over which we have no control are mentioned by the Shaykh here?
He predecreed their provision and their life spans, their illness and their being cured, their death and their life. And this is something over which they have no control. Even if it is something which they dislike – such as illness and death – then still these matters will occur to them.

� Part of the hadeeth of ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab which was reported by Muslim (8), Ahmad, ibn Maajah and at Tirmidhee.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Imaam An Nawawee’s Forty Hadeeth:





And when the servant actualises eemaan in the Knowledge of Allaah, and that He – the Majestic and Exalted – fully encompasses everything, then it is obligatory upon him to have khawf (reverential fear) of Allaah and khashyah (awe) of Him and fervent desire of that which is with Him – He the Majestic and Exalted – because every movement which you make then indeed Allaah knows it.





 (Sharh al Arba’een an Nawawiyyah  p50)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Imaam An Nawawee’s Forty Hadeeth:





And al lawh al mahfoodh (the Preserved Tablet)– we do not know what its form is, from which substance (it is made), whether it is made from wood or from iron. We do not know its size, this Tablet nor its width. So Allaah is more knowledgeable about that.


And it is obligatory for us to truly believe that there is a Tablet in which Allaah wrote the decreed measures of everything. And we are not entitled to delve (into this matter) beyond that.





 (Sharh al Arba’een an Nawawiyyah  p51)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Imaam An Nawawee’s Forty Hadeeth:





(The third level) is that we truly believe that everything which occurs in the creation, then it is by the wish of Allaah the Most High, so nothing escapes from His wish ever. And for this reason the Muslims have agreed in consensus upon this statement:


Maa shaa Allaah kaan, wa ma lam yasha lam yakun


That which Allaah wishes, occurs. And that which he does not wish, does not occur…





So everything which occurs in the creation, then it is by the wish of Allaah. And when a person truly believes in this, he is safe and secure from the action of Shaytaan (which occurs) when he does an action and there occurs that which is in opposition to what was intended, he says, “Woe to me, if only I had not done (that)!” 


Then this is from the action of Shaytaan because that which you did, then indeed Allaah the Mighty and Majestic wished it. And it (therefore) had to take place.


However if it were a sin then upon you is repentance and seeking forgiveness.


 (Sharh al Arba’een an Nawawiyyah  p51)





� Soorah YaaSeen (36) aayah 82


� Soorah az Zumar (39) aayah 62


� Soorah as Saaffaat (37) aayah 96


� Soorah al Hajj (22) aayah 14


� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 253


� Soorah al Burooj (85) aayah 16


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





And the difference between the two iraadahs :





1) al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) – sometimes Allaah loves it and is pleased with it, and sometimes He does not love it and is not pleased with it. And the al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will) – then it is a must that Allaah loves it and is pleased with it. So Allaah wills for disobedience to occur kawnan (with al iraadah al kawniyyah) but He is not pleased with it shar’an (with al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah).





2) al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) – is an intended goal for other than itself – such as the creation of Iblees (Satan) and the rest of the evil matters. For on the basis of this, there comes about striving and repentance and seeking forgiveness and other than that from the things beloved (to Allaah).


And al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will)  - is an intended goal in and of itself. 





3) al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) must occur. 


(Whereas) al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will)  - it is not inevitable that it will come to pass. So sometimes it occurs and sometimes it does not occur.





 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p37 to 38)





� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 185


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 27


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





An important point to note: the two types of iraadah – the kawniyyah and the shar’eeyyah – come together with regards to the person who is sincere and obedient (to Allaah). 


And al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) occurs alone in the case of the person who is disobedient (to Allaah). 


Another important point to note: whoever does not affirm both types of iraadah and does not distinguish between the two has indeed gone astray – such as the Jabariyyah and the Qadariyyah. 


So the Jabariyyah affirmed al iraadah al kawniyyah (Allaah’s Universal Creational will) only.


And the Qadariyyah affirmed al iraadah ash shar’eeyyah (Allaah’s Legislative Religious will) only. And the ahl us sunnah wal jama’aah affirmed both iraadahs and made the distinction between the two (types).








 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah  p38)





� Soorah Hood (11) aayah 118


� Soorah Al An’aam (6) aayah 137


� Soorah as Sajdah (32) aayah 13


� Soorah As Saaffaat (37) aayah 96


� Soorah as Ra’d (13) aayah 16





