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ومن السنة هجران أهل البدع
And from the Sunnah is boycotting the people of innovations

Q1. What is the meaning of as sunnah in this phrase? And what does it not mean?

It means the way or path of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in his statements, his actions and his tacit approvals (those things done in his presence of which he did not disapprove).

And it is not referring to the other meaning of as sunnah used by scholars which is: something mustahabb (recommended) in the Sharee’ah. 

And the Imaam ibn Qudaamah rahimahullaah cannot be using the word in the sense of ‘recommended’ since boycotting the people of innovations is something waajib (obligatory) and not something merely recommended.
Q2. Of these two possible meanings, which is as sunnah normally taken to mean?

It is mostly used with the first of these two meanings i.e. the way of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . 

So if it said “from the Sunnah is such-and such ” then this is taken to mean “from the way of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is such-and such”. 
Q3. What is the literal meaning of al hajr ?

It means “leaving” or “abandoning”.
Q4. What examples does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah bring to illustrate this meaning of al hajr ?

He mentions:

1) the related word hijrah which means abandoning the lands of kufr to go the lands of Islaam, fleeing with one’s religion. So this travel is called hijrah since a person is abandoning his homeland for the purpose of fleeing with his religion away from al fitnah (trials and tribulations).

2) Allaah’s statement:

And abandon (fahjur) the idols.

So “abandon” here means: leave the idols and the worship of them and their people.

3) The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam :

The muhaajir (the person who does hijrah) is the person who abandons that which Allaah has forbidden.

Meaning: he abandons that which Allaah has forbidden.
Q5. What is the meaning of hijraan ahl il bid’ as mentioned by the Imaam here?

It means: abandoning accompanying them and sitting with them and visiting them and learning from them except when this is done to advise them and to clarify matters.

Q6. Why are we forbidden from being friendly towards and having love for these people?

We are forbidden from this since it would involve being content with the innovations that they are upon and encouraging the people of innovations. It also involves acceding to what they are upon.

So it is obligatory to abandon them so that the common folk will realise the evil of these people and keep away from them.
Q7. Why do most of these people not accept sincere advice and repent to Allaah ?

Most of the innovators do not repent to Allaah nor accept advice because they think that what they are upon is the Truth. And this is due to Shaytaan’s beautification of it for them.

Q8. Why might innovation be more beloved to Shaytaan than sin?

It is reported that some of the salaf said bid’ah (innovation) is more beloved to Shaytaan than sin because the innovator does not repent from his innovation whereas the sinner may repent from his sin.
 

This is because the sinner knows that what he has done is forbidden so he will be ashamed of doing it and will rebuke himself and then he will repent to Allaah.

In contrast the innovator holds that what he is upon is the Truth and something legislated so he will not turn back from it.

Q9. What is the meaning of al bid’ah (innovation in the religion)?

It is the introduction of something into the religion which is not actually from the religion, doing so in order to seek closeness to Allaah.
Q10. What hadeeths quoted by the Shaykh show that this is something forbidden in the religion?

The statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam :

Whoever introduces into this affair of ours that which is not from it then it will be rejected. 

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam also said:

Whoever does an action which our affair is not in accordance with, then it is rejected. 

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam also said:

Adhere to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the rightly guided orthodox caliphs after me, cling onto it and bite onto it with your molar teeth. And beware of newly introduced affairs because every newly introduced matter is a bid’ah (innovation) and every innovation is misguidance.

Q11. What is the significance of the aayah quoted from Soorah al Maaidah (5:3) in this regard?

Allaah, the Most High, is not pleased that someone seeks to draw close to Him with anything other than that which He has legislated because the religion has been complete, as occurs in His Statement:

This day, I have completed your religion for you and completed My favour upon you and am pleased for you with Islaam as your religion.

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam passed away only after Allaah had complete the religion so there is no scope for adding to the religion or inserting things which people think are good.

So anyone who tries to bring an innovation into the religion, then he has accused the religion of being incomplete and has denied the truthfulness of His Saying, He the Most High:

This day, I have completed your religion for you…
 

Q12. Of the two categories of al bid’ah what is the first?

The first of the two is:

bid’ah asliyyah (a primary innovation or that which is an innovation in its very origin). This refers to an innovation which has no basis whatsoever in the religion.

An example would be celebrating the birthdays of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  or other righteous people. This has no basis in the religion of Islaam even if some Muslims see it to be something good and encourage it and propagate the idea that it is something good. In fact, it is something evil.
Q13. Did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam allow this type of innovation?

No, he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not. He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

..every newly introduced matter is a bid’ah (innovation) and every innovation is misguidance. 
 

Q14. What is a bid’ah hasanah ?

There is no such thing as a bid’ah hasanah (good innovation) since all innovations in the religion are misguidance. 

And therefore the person who claims that there is such a thing as a “good innovation” has denied the truthfulness of Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam . For the religion is only that which Allaah, the Perfect and Most High, has legislated. 

Q15. What would the inevitable consequences of allowing people to alter the religion of Islaam?

It would result in the religion of Islaam being changed; every person would introduce whatever he thought to be good and he would act as he wished. And in this way, the sunnahs would be extinguished because the sunnah and innovation cannot coexist. 

As has been said:

The people do not introduce an innovation except that the like of it from the sunnah is removed. 

In this way, the religion would change from being sunnahs to being innovations. So there is no scope at all for innovating in the religion and there is to be no leniency regarding them. 
Q16. Of the two categories of al bid’ah what is the second?

The second of the two is:

bid’ah nisbiyyah or bid’ah idaafiyyah (the secondary innovation or an innovation which is linked to a legislated form of worship).

So in this case, the basis for the innovated is actually legislated, but someone has specified a time or place for performing this act of worship which is not that which Allaah nor His Messenger legislated.
Q17. What example does the Shaykh bring to illustrate this?

He brings the example of fasting on certain days in particular which Allaah and His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not specify as days of fasting e.g. the middle day of the month of Sha’baan or during the month of Rajab. This type of fasting, which some people do, is a bid’ah (innovation in the religion).

It is an innovation in the religion because, although fasting in and of itself is legislated in Islaam, fasting on these specified days has no evidence from the Sharee’ah.
Q18. What is the ruling upon this kind of al bid’ah ?
It is the same as the ruling for the first type of innovation – meaning that it is rejected as an innovation in the religion - despite the basis of this second type of innovation being something from the Sharee’ah. It is obligatory to warn against it and against its people.
� Soorah al Mudath-thir (74) aayah 5


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (10), Aboo Daawud and Ahmad in his Musnad from the hadeeth of ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Amr.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad:


And the meaning of hijraan ahl ul bid’ is: to distance oneself from them and to leave off loving them and (to leave off) having friendship with them and (to leave off) giving them the salaam and (to leave off) visiting them and (to leave off) paying them sick visits and the like of that.


And boycotting the people of innovations is obligatory, as per His statement, He the Most High:


You will not find a people who believe in Allaah and the Last Day loving those who oppose Allaah and His Messenger..


Soorah al Mujaadilah (58) aayah 22


And because the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam boycotted Ka’b ibn Maalik and his two companions when they stayed behind from (going on) the military expedition of Taabook.


However if there is in sitting with them a benefit – to clarify the Truth to them and to warn them again innovation – then there is no harm in that. And sometimes that can be something which is desirable, as per His statement, He the Most High:


Call to the path of your Lord with wisdom and fine preaching; and debate with them in a way which is better.


Soorah an Nahl (16) aayah 125


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad 85)





� Reported by Al Laalikaaee as a statement of Sufyaan ath Thawree in Sharh Usool il I’tiqaad.


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah was asked:


Which of the two will be punished more severely: the sinner or the innovator?


So he hafidhahullaah replied:


The innovator will be (punished) more severely because innovation is more serious than sin; and innovation is more beloved to Shaytaan than sin because the sinner repents. As for the innovator, then rarely does he repent because he considers himself to be upon the Truth. This is in contrast to the sinner for he indeed knows that he is a sinner and a perpetrator of sin. As for the innovator, then he considers himself to be one who obeys (Allaah) and that he is upon obedience. 


For this reason innovation – and Allaah’s refuge is sought – is worse than sin, and for this reason the salaf used to warn from sitting with the innovators for they would have an effect upon those who sat with them and their danger is severe.


So without doubt innovation is worse than sin and the danger of the innovator to the people is more severe than the danger of the sinner.


For this reason, the salaf said:


Being moderate upon the Sunnah is better than exerting oneself upon innovation.


(Reported from ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu; refer to al Laalikaaee, al Ibaanah and as Sunnah of ibn Nasr)


(Quoted in al ajwibah al mufeedah p26 of Daar ul Manhaj edition)


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (2697) and Muslim from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah.


� Reported by Muslim and Ahmad from the hadeeth of ‘Aaishah.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of al ‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu and declared to be saheeh by al Albaanee.


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 3


� ibid


� Ash Shaatibee reports in al I’tisaam that (Imaam) Maalik said:


Whoever introduces in Islaam an innovation which he thinks to be something good then he has (in fact) claimed that Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam betrayed his Messengership because Allaah says:


This day, I have complete your religion for you and completed My favour upon you and am pleased for you with Islaam as your religion.


So whatever was not religion on that day will not be religion on this day.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of al ‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu and declared to be saheeh by al Albaanee.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:


The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:


Every innovation is misguidance..


So he said:


Every..


Then what is there to take us away from this tremendous encompassing word (“every”) such that we can (now) divide innovations into different types?


(Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p642)


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah:





So if you were to say:


What do you say about the statement of the Chief of the Believers ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu when he came out to the people and they were praying behind their imaam in (the taraaweeh prayers of) Ramadaan – so he said, “What an excellent bid’ah (innovation) this is!” So he praised it and called it an innovation??





So the reply is that we say:


We will look at this “innovation” which he mentioned. Is the description of an innovation relating to the Sharee’ah to be applied to it or not?


So if we look (at it) then we do not find other than: the description of an innovation relating to the Sharee’ah is not to be applied to it. 


For it is indeed established that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam led his Companions (in prayer) in Ramadaan on three nights, then left (off doing) it out of fear that it would be made obligatory upon them. So it is established that the foundation (of this action) is something legislated and its being an innovation relating to the Sharee’ah is rejected.


And it is not possible that we say, “It is a bid’ah! “ and yet the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam prayed it.





Rather ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu only called it a “bid’ah” because the people had left it and had begun to not pray (the taraaweeh prayers) in congregation with a single imaam – rather in groups, one man alone, and two men, and three and (some others) in a group. So when he brought them together upon a single imaam, their coming together was an innovation with respect to that separation which they were upon before that.





So he (‘Umar) radi Allaahu ‘anhu went out one night and said, “If I could gather the people under one imaam, that would be better”. So he commanded Ubayy ibn Ka’b and Tameem ad Daaree to lead the people in eleven rak’ahs. So the two of them led the people in eleven rak’ahs. So he (‘Umar) went out one night and the people were praying behind the imaam, so he said, “What an excellent bid’ah this is!”





..And in this way we come to know that the speech of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam is not contradicted by the speech of ‘Umar radi Allaahu anhu. 


 (Sharh al ‘Aqeedah al Waasitiyyah p642-643)


� Reported with a similar wording by ad Daarimee as a saying of Hassaan ibn Atiyyah rahimahullaah (the Taabi’ee who died in 130AH) and al Albaanee declared the chain of narration going back to Hassaan to be authentic. 





