
 

  

SSoouurrccee::  AAll--II’’ttiissaaaamm  ooff  

  ((EEnngg..  TTrraannss..  bbyy  SSaallaaffii  PPuubblliiccaattiioonnss))  

  

IImmaaaamm  aasshh--SShhaaaattiibbeeee  ((rraahhiimmaahhuullllaaaahh))  ssaaiidd  iinn  aall--II''ttiissaaaamm  ((11//4400--4455))::   

…And Ibn Wahb said: "I heard Maalik saying: ‘There is no verse in the Book of Allaah that is 
harder upon those in disagreement amongst the People of Desires than this verse:  

OOnn  tthhee  DDaayy  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn))  wwhheenn  ssoommee  ffaacceess  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  wwhhiittee  aanndd  ssoommee  
ffaacceess  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  bbllaacckk;;  aass  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoossee  ffaacceess  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  bbllaacckk  ((ttoo  tthheemm  wwiillll  bbee  
ssaaiidd))::  ""DDiidd  yyoouu  rreejjeecctt  FFaaiitthh  aafftteerr  aacccceeppttiinngg  iitt??  TThheenn  ttaassttee  tthhee  ttoorrmmeenntt  ((iinn  HHeellll))  ffoorr  
rreejjeeccttiinngg  FFaaiitthh..""  [[AAaallii  IImmrraaaann  33::110066]]  

Maalik said: "And which words are more clearer than these?’ And I saw him explaining these 
verses in reference to the People of Desires."  

Ibn al-Qaasim reported this and added: "Maalik said to me: ‘This verse is about the people of 
the qiblah [i.e. Muslims]." And what Imaam Maalik has said about this verse has been 
narrated from more than one person as has preceded such as al-Hasan.  

From Qataadah, that he said regarding the saying of Allaah:  

AAnndd  bbee  nnoott  aass  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiivviiddeedd  aanndd  ddiiffffeerreedd  aammoonngg  tthheemmsseellvveess  aafftteerr  tthhee  cclleeaarr  pprrooooffss  
hhaadd  ccoommee  ttoo  tthheemm  [[AAaallii  IImmrraaaann  33::110055]]  

"Meaning: The People of Innovation."  

And from Ibn ‘Abbaas, that he said regarding the saying of Allaah:  



 

OOnn  tthhee  DDaayy  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  DDaayy  ooff  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn))  wwhheenn  ssoommee  ffaacceess  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  wwhhiittee  aanndd  ssoommee  
ffaacceess  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  bbllaacckk  [[AAaallii  IImmrraaaann  33::110066]]  

"The faces of Ahl us-Sunnah will become white and the faces of Ahl ul-Bid’ah will become 
black."  

And also amongst the verses [that are related to the censure of innovation] is His saying:  

""AAnndd  vveerriillyy,,  tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh,,  ssoo  ffoollllooww  iitt,,  aanndd  ffoollllooww  nnoott  ((ootthheerr))  ppaatthhss,,  ffoorr  tthheeyy  
wwiillll  sseeppaarraattee  yyoouu  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  HHiiss  PPaatthh..  TThhiiss  HHee  hhaass  oorrddaaiinneedd  ffoorr  yyoouu  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  
bbeeccoommee  AAll--MMuuttttaaqqûûnn""  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

The ‘Siraat ul-Mustaqeem’ (Straight Path) is the path to which Allaah has called and that is 
the Sunnah. And ‘Subul (other paths) are the paths of the people of disagreement who turn 
away from the Straight Path, and they are the People of Innovation. And the intent here is not 
the ‘paths of disobedience’ because no one makes disobedience a path that he continuously 
treads upon - in imitation of and resemblance to the legislation, but rather this description is 
specifically for the invented innovations.  

And what Ismaa’eel has narrated from Sulaimaan bin Harb gives evidence to this: "Hammaad 
bin Zaid narrated to us from ‘Aasim bin Bahdalah from Abu Waa’il from Abdullaah [Ibn 
‘Abbaas] who said: ‘One Day the Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam) drew for us a long, 
straight line’ and then Sulaimaan drew for us a long, straight line, ‘and then he drew lines to 
its right and to its left and then said: This is the Path of Allaah. Then he drew lines to its right 
and to its left and said: These are different paths, upon each of these ways is a devil calling to 
it’, and then he recited the verse:  

""AAnndd  vveerriillyy,,  tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh,,  ssoo  ffoollllooww  iitt,,  aanndd  ffoollllooww  nnoott  ((ootthheerr))  ppaatthhss……""  [[AAll--
AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

meaning these paths  

""……ffoorr  tthheeyy  wwiillll  sseeppaarraattee  yyoouu  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  HHiiss  PPaatthh""  AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]""  

Bikr bin ‘Alaa said: "He meant the devils amongst men and these are the innovations and 
Allaah knows best.  

And the hadeeth has been reported in many ways.  

And ‘Umar bin Salamah al-Hamdaanee said: ""WWee  wweerree  ssiittttiinngg  iinn  tthhee  cciirrccllee  ooff  IIbbnn  MMaass’’oooodd  
iinn  tthhee  mmoossqquuee,,  wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ppllaaiinn  llaanndd  aafftteerr  iitt  hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ccoovveerreedd  wwiitthh  ggrraavveell..  
‘‘UUbbaaiidduullllaaaahh  bbiinn  UUmmaarr  iibbnn  aall--KKhhaattttaaaabb,,  wwhhoo  hhaadd  jjuusstt  rreettuurrnneedd  ffrroomm  aann  eexxppeeddiittiioonn,,  ssaaiidd  ttoo  
hhiimm::  ‘‘WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssttrraaiigghhtt  ppaatthh  OO  AAbbuu  ‘‘AAbbdduurr--RRaahhmmaaaann??’’  HHee  rreepplliieedd::  ‘‘BByy  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  
KKaa’’bbaahh,,  iitt  iiss  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  yyoouurr  ffaatthheerr  wwaass  ffiirrmmllyy  eessttaabblliisshheedd  uuppoonn  uunnttiill  hhee  eenntteerreedd  PPaarraaddiissee’’  
aanndd  tthheenn  hhee  sswwoorree  ffiirrmmllyy  uuppoonn  tthhaatt  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess,,  TThheenn  hhee  ddrreeww  aa  lliinnee  iinn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  wwiitthh  hhiiss  
hhaanndd  aanndd  aallssoo  ddrreeww  lliinneess  ttoo  eeiitthheerr  ssiiddee  ooff  iitt  aanndd  ssaaiidd::  ‘‘YYoouurr  PPrroopphheett  ((ssaallllaallllaaaahhuu  aallaaiihhii  
wwaassaallllaamm))  lleefftt  yyoouu  uuppoonn  tthhiiss  eenndd  aanndd  iittss  ootthheerr  eenndd  iiss  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee..  SSoo  wwhhooeevveerr  rreemmaaiinnss  
sstteeaaddiillyy  uuppoonn  iitt  wwiillll  eenntteerr  PPaarraaddiissee  aanndd  wwhhooeevveerr  ttaakkeess  aannyy  ooff  tthheessee  lliinneess  wwiillll  bbee  ddeessttrrooyyeedd..""  



 

And in another narration: ""OO  AAbbuu  ‘‘AAbbdduurr--RRaahhmmaaaann,,  wwhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssttrraaiigghhtt  ppaatthh??""  HHee  ssaaiidd::  
""TThhee  MMeesssseennggeerr  ((ssaallllaallllaaaahhuu  ‘‘aallaaiihhii  wwaassaallllaamm))  lleefftt  uuss  uuppoonn  tthhee  nneeaarreesstt  eenndd  ooff  tthhee  lliinnee  aanndd  
iittss  ootthheerr  eenndd  iiss  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee..  AAnndd  ttoo  iittss  lleefftt  aanndd  rriigghhtt  aarree  rrooaaddss  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthheerree  aarree  mmeenn  wwhhoo  
iinnvviittee  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ppaassss  bbyy  tthheemm,,  ssaayyiinngg::  ‘‘CCoommee  tthhiiss  wwaayy!!  CCoommee  tthhiiss  wwaayy!!""  SSoo  wwhhooeevveerr  iiss  
ttaakkeenn  bbyy  tthheemm  ttoo  tthhoossee  ppaatthhss  wwiillll  eenndd  uupp  iinn  HHeellllffiirree  aanndd  wwhhooeevveerr  rreemmaaiinnss  sstteeaaddffaasstt  uuppoonn  
tthhee  ggrreeaatt  ppaatthh  wwiillll  eenndd  uupp,,  tthhrroouugghh  iitt,,  iinn  PPaarraaddiissee..""  TThhee  IIbbnn  MMaass’’oooodd  rreecciitteedd::    

""AAnndd  vveerriillyy,,  tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh,,  ssoo  ffoollllooww  iitt,,  aanndd  ffoollllooww  nnoott  ((ootthheerr))  ppaatthhss,,  ffoorr  tthheeyy  
wwiillll  sseeppaarraattee  yyoouu  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  HHiiss  PPaatthh..  TThhiiss  HHee  hhaass  oorrddaaiinneedd  ffoorr  yyoouu  tthhaatt  yyoouu  mmaayy  
bbeeccoommee  AAll--MMuuttttaaqqûûnn""  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

And Mujaahid said about the saying of Allaah:  

……aanndd  ffoollllooww  nnoott  ((ootthheerr))  ppaatthhss  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

"The innovations and doubts."  

And Abdur-Rahmaan bin Mahdee said: "Maalik bin Anas had been asked about the Sunnah 
and he said: ‘It is whatever has no other name for it except ‘the Sunnah’ and he recited:  

""AAnndd  vveerriillyy,,  tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh,,  ssoo  ffoollllooww  iitt,,  aanndd  ffoollllooww  nnoott  ((ootthheerr))  ppaatthhss,,  ffoorr  tthheeyy  
wwiillll  sseeppaarraattee  yyoouu  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  HHiiss  PPaatthh..  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

Bikr bin ‘Alaa said: "He means - if Allaah wills - the hadeeth of Ibn Mas’ood that the 
Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam) drew a line..." and he mentioned the hadeeth.  

And this explanation (tafseer) shows that the verse includes all the different paths of 
innovation and does not specify one innovation over others.  

And also amongst the verses [that are related to the censure of innovation] is the saying of 
Allaah the Exalted:  

AAnndd  uuppoonn  AAllllââhh  iiss  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh  bbuutt  tthheerree  aarree  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  
ttuurrnn  aassiiddee..  AAnndd  hhaadd  HHee  wwiilllleedd,,  HHee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  gguuiiddeedd  yyoouu  aallll  ((mmaannkkiinndd))..  [[AAnn--NNaahhll  1166::99]]  

The explained path is the Path of Truth and that which is other than it, turns away from the 
truth - and these are the paths of innovations and misguidance - may Allaah protect us, by His 
Excellence, from travelling upon them. It is sufficient for whatever turns away [from the 
Truth] that it is warned against and the verse contains a warning and a prohibition [of taking 
other paths that turn deviate from the Truth].  

And Ibn Waddaah mentioned, saying: "’Aasim bin Bahdalah was questioned: ‘O Abu Bakr, 
have you considered the saying of Allaah, the Exalted:  

AAnndd  uuppoonn  AAllllââhh  iiss  tthhee  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  eexxppllaaiinn  tthhee  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh  bbuutt  tthheerree  aarree  wwaayyss  tthhaatt  
ttuurrnn  aassiiddee..  AAnndd  hhaadd  HHee  wwiilllleedd,,  HHee  wwoouulldd  hhaavvee  gguuiiddeedd  yyoouu  aallll  ((mmaannkkiinndd))..  [[AAnn--NNaahhll  1166::99]]  

He replied: ‘Abu Waa’il informed us, from ‘Abdullaah Ibn Mas’ood saying: "Abdullaah bin 
Mas’ood drew a straight line and drew lines to its right and to its left and then said: ‘‘TThhee  
MMeesssseennggeerr  ((ssaallllaallllaaaahhuu  ‘‘aallaaiihhii  wwaassaallllaamm))  ddrreeww  jjuusstt  lliikkee  tthhiiss,,  aanndd  hhee  ssaaiidd  aabboouutt  tthhee  ssttrraaiigghhtt  



 

lliinnee::  ‘‘TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ppaatthh  ooff  AAllllaaaahh’’  aanndd  aabboouutt  tthhee  lliinneess  ttoo  iittss  rriigghhtt  aanndd  lleefftt  hhee  ssaaiidd::  ‘‘TThheessee  aarree  
ddiiffffeerreenntt  wwaayyss,,  uuppoonn  eeaacchh  ooff  tthheessee  wwaayyss  iiss  aa  ddeevviill  ccaalllliinngg  ttoo  iitt..""  AAllllaaaahh  tthhee  EExxaalltteedd  ssaaiidd::  

""AAnndd  vveerriillyy,,  tthhiiss  iiss  mmyy  SSttrraaiigghhtt  PPaatthh,,  ssoo  ffoollllooww  iitt……  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115533]]  

to the end of the verse.  

From at-Tustaree, that he said: "Explanation of the path (qasd us-sabeel) - that is the path of 
the Sunnah, ‘ ways that turn aside’ (wa minhaa jaa’ir) - meaning to the Hellfire and they are 
the sects and innovations."  

And from Mujaahid, that he said: ""Explanation of the path (qasd us-sabeel) - meaning the 
one who is justly balanced between exaggeration and negligence and this shows that the one 
who turns aside is one who commits excesses or is negligent, and both of them are amongst 
the descriptions of the innovations."  

And from ‘Alee (radiallaahu ‘anhu), that he used to read it: "Wa minkum jaa’ir…" (And 
amongst you is one that turns aside). They said: ‘He means by that this Ummah.’  

So it is as if this verse along with the one before it have come with the same meaning.  

And amongst the verses is the saying of Allaah:  

VVeerriillyy,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiivviiddee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  bbrreeaakk  uupp  iinnttoo  sseeccttss  ((aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  
sseeccttss)),,  yyoouu  ((OO  MMuuhhaammmmaadd))  hhaavvee  nnoo  ccoonncceerrnn  iinn  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  lleeaasstt..  TThheeiirr  aaffffaaiirr  iiss  oonnllyy  
wwiitthh  AAllllââhh,,  WWhhoo  tthheenn  wwiillll  tteellll  tthheemm  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  uusseedd  ttoo  ddoo..  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115599]]  

The explanation (tafseer) of this verse has come in the hadeeth from Aa’ishah (radiallaahu 
anhaa) who said:  ""TThhee  MMeesssseennggeerr  ((ssaallllaallllaaaahhuu  ‘‘aallaaiihhii  wwaassaallllaamm))  ssaaiidd::  ‘‘OO  AAaa’’iisshhaahh!!  VVeerriillyy,,  
tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiivviiddee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  bbrreeaakk  uupp  iinnttoo  sseeccttss..  WWhhoo  aarree  tthheeyy??’’  SSoo  II  ssaaiidd::  ‘‘AAllllaaaahh  
aanndd  HHiiss  MMeesssseennggeerr  kknnooww  bbeesstt..’’  HHee  rreepplliieedd::  ‘‘TThheeyy  aarree  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  DDeessiirreess,,  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  
IInnnnoovvaattiioonnss  aanndd  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  MMiissgguuiiddaannccee  ffrroomm  tthhiiss  UUmmmmaahh..  OO  AAaaiisshhaahh!!  FFoorr  eevveerryy  ssiinn  
tthheerree  iiss  rreeppeennttaannccee,,  eexxcceepptt  [[ffoorr]]  tthhee  PPeeooppllee  ooff  DDeessiirreess  aanndd  IInnnnoovvaattiioonnss,,  tthheerree  iiss  nnoo  
rreeppeennttaannccee  ffrroomm  tthheemm  aanndd  II  aamm  ffrreeee  aanndd  iinnnnoocceenntt  ooff  tthheemm  aanndd  tthheeyy  ooff  mmee..""    

Ibn ‘Atiyyah said: "This verse includes the People of Desires, Innovations and Deviation in 
the minor matters and others besides them from amongst the people engrossed in 
argumentation, and disputation with theological rhetoric (kalaam). All of this is directed 
towards the mistakes and the arena of evil beliefs."  

And he means - and Allaah knows best - by ‘amongst the people engrossed in argumentation, 
and disputation in the minor matters’ what Abu ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul-Barr in the chapter on 
‘Censure of Ra’I (Opinion)’ in his book ‘Kitaab ul-‘Ilm’ and we shall mention it [in due 
course] with the power of Allaah.  

And Ibn Battaal quotes in his ‘Sharh ul-Bukhaaree’ from Abu Haneefah that he said: "I met 
‘Ataa ibn Rabaah in Makkah and I asked him about something and he said: ‘From which 
place are you?’ I said: ‘Kufah’. He said: ‘Are you from the town [whose inhabitants] split 
their religion and break into sects?’ I said: ‘Yes’. He said: ‘From which group are you?’ I 
said: ‘From those who do not revile and abuse the Salaf (Pious Predecessors), who have faith 



 

in Qadr and who do not declare anyone to be a disbeliever on account a sin [that he 
committed].’ So ‘Ataa said: ‘You know [the truth] so hold fast."  

And from al-Hasan who said: "Uthmaan bin ‘Affaan (radiallaahu ‘anhu) came out one day 
and addressed us with a sermon but the people interrupted his speech and began to throw 
pebbles at each other until --- He said: ‘And we heard a voice from one of the rooms of the 
Wives of Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and it was said: This is the voice of the 
Mother of the Believers.’ He said: ‘So I heard it and she was saying: ‘Verily, your Prophet is 
free and innocent from the one who divides his religion and breaks up into a sect’ and she 
recited:  

VVeerriillyy,,  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ddiivviiddee  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  aanndd  bbrreeaakk  uupp  iinnttoo  sseeccttss  ((aallll  kkiinnddss  ooff  rreelliiggiioouuss  
sseeccttss)),,  yyoouu  ((OO  MMuuhhaammmmaadd))  hhaavvee  nnoo  ccoonncceerrnn  iinn  tthheemm  iinn  tthhee  lleeaasstt  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::115599]]  

Al-Qaadee Ismaa’eel said: "I consider that he means by his saying ‘Mother of the Believers’ 
to be Umm Salamah, that has been mentioned in some of the hadeeth and Aai’shah at that 
time was performing Hajj."  

And from Abu Hurairah: "That this verse was revealed in connection with this Ummah." And 
from Abu Umaamah: "They are the Khawaarij."  

Al-Qaadee said: ‘The apparent meaning (dhaahir) of the Qur’aan indicates that everyone who 
introduces an innovation into the religion such as the Khawaarij and others besides them - that 
they come under this verse, because when they innovate, they argue and dispute [over this 
innovation], cause divisions and break off into sects."  

And amongst such verses is the saying of the Exalted:  

AAnndd  bbee  nnoott  ooff  AAllMMuusshhrriikkûûnn  ((tthhee  ddiissbbeelliieevveerrss  iinn  tthhee  OOnneenneessss  ooff  AAllllaahh,,  ppoollyytthheeiissttss,,  
iiddoollaatteerrss,,  eettcc))..  OOff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  sspplliitt  uupp  tthheeiirr  rreelliiggiioonn  ((ii..ee..  tthhee  ttrruuee  IIssllââmmiicc  MMoonnootthheeiissmm)),,  
aanndd  bbeeccaammee  sseeccttss,,  [[ii..ee..  tthheeyy  iinnvveenntteedd  nneeww  tthhiinnggss  iinn  tthhee  rreelliiggiioonn  ((BBiidd''aahh)),,  aanndd  ffoolllloowweedd  
tthheeiirr  vvaaiinn  ddeessiirreess]],,  eeaacchh  sseecctt  rreejjooiicciinngg  iinn  tthhaatt  wwhhiicchh  iiss  wwiitthh  iitt..  [[RRuumm  3300::3311--3322]]  

It is also read as ‘faaraqoo’ [instead of ‘farraqoo’ - thereby giving it the meaning ‘depart from 
and sever oneself from the religion’]. Abu Hurairah explained it with reference to the 
Khawaarij and Abu Umaamah has reported this in marfoo’ form.  

It has also been said: ‘They are the People of Desires and Innovations’. They said: ‘Aa’ishah 
(radiallaahu anhaa) reported it from the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam)’ and that is 
because this is the nature of the one who innovates - as Ismaa’eel al-Qaadee has said and as 
has preceded in the other verses.  

And amongst such verses is the saying of the Exalted:  

SSaayy::  ""HHee  hhaass  ppoowweerr  ttoo  sseenndd  ttoorrmmeenntt  oonn  yyoouu  ffrroomm  aabboovvee  oorr  ffrroomm  uunnddeerr  yyoouurr  ffeeeett,,  oorr  ttoo  
ccoovveerr  yyoouu  wwiitthh  ccoonnffuussiioonn  iinn  ppaarrttyy  ssttrriiffee,,  aanndd  mmaakkee  yyoouu  ttoo  ttaassttee  tthhee  vviioolleennccee  ooff  oonnee  
aannootthheerr..  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::6655]]  

From Ibn ‘Abbaas that: "Covering you with confusion in party strife, this is the divergent and 
varying desires (i.e. innovations)."  



 

And built upon His saying:  

……aanndd  mmaakkee  yyoouu  ttoo  ttaassttee  tthhee  vviioolleennccee  ooff  oonnee  aannootthheerr..  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::6655]]  

is the pronunciation of takfeer [declaring someone a disbeliever] of some of you over others 
so that they fight each other, as occurred with the Khawaarij when they revolted against the 
Ahl us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. And it has been said that the meaning of:  

....oorr  ttoo  ccoovveerr  yyoouu  wwiitthh  ccoonnffuussiioonn  iinn  ppaarrttyy  ssttrriiffee  [[AAll--AAnn’’aaaamm  66::6655]]  

is "Covering with differences/disunity"  

Mujaahid and Abu al-‘Aaliyah said: "This verse is about the Ummah of Muhammad 
(sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam)." Abu al-‘Aaliyah said: "They are four in number, two of them 
appeared twenty-five years after the death of the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alaihi wasallam), so 
they were covered with the confusion of party-strife and some of them were made to taste the 
violence of others - and two remained and they will occur, for sure: Being swallowed from 
underneath you (i.e. by the earth) and being transformed/disfigured from above you."  

And this, all of it, is very clear in that the differences and desires (i.e. innovations) are disliked 
and not liked and are blameworthy and not praiseworthy.  

And from what has been reported from Mujaahid about the saying of Allaah:  

BBuutt  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  cceeaassee  ttoo  ddiissaaggrreeee  --  eexxcceepptt  hhiimm  oonn  wwhhoomm  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd  hhaass  bbeessttoowweedd  HHiiss  
MMeerrccyy  ((tthhee  ffoolllloowweerr  ooff  ttrruutthh  --  IIssllââmmiicc  MMoonnootthheeiissmm))  aanndd  ffoorr  tthhaatt  ddiidd  HHee  ccrreeaattee  tthheemm..  
[[HHuudd  1111::111188--111199]]  

He said about ‘those who disagree’: "They are the People of Falsehood" and about ‘except 
him on whom your Lord has bestowed His Mercy’: ‘The People of Truth, there is no 
difference amongst them."  

And it has been reported from Mutarrif bin ash-Shakheer that he said: "If the desires had been 
but one (i.e. united) then a person would have said: ‘Perhaps the truth is in it. But when the 
desires split and separate [and become many], every possessor of intelligence knows that the 
truth never splits [contradicting itself]."  

From ‘Ikrimah "’But they will not cease to disagree’, meaning in the desires [i.e. their 
innovations] and ‘except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His Mercy’, they are the Ahl 
us-Sunnah."  

And Abu Bakr bin Thaabit al-Khateeb has quoted from Mansoor bin Abdur-Rahmaan that he 
said: "We were sitting with al-Hasan and there was a man behind me standing and he began to 
order me to ask him about the saying of Allaah:  

BBuutt  tthheeyy  wwiillll  nnoott  cceeaassee  ttoo  ddiissaaggrreeee  --  eexxcceepptt  hhiimm  oonn  wwhhoomm  yyoouurr  LLoorrdd  hhaass  bbeessttoowweedd  HHiiss  
MMeerrccyy  [[HHuudd  1111::111188--111199]]  



 

So he said: "Yes, ‘they will not cease to disagree’ upon their different ways ‘except on whom 
your Lord has bestowed His Mercy’ so whomever He bestows His Mercy upon does not 
disagree.[i.e. he is not in disagreement as to the truth, he is clear about it.]  

And Ibn Wahb reports from ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul ‘Azeez and Maalik bin Anas: "The People of 
Mercy do not differ." And this verse has a beautiful explanation which will come later - if 
Allaah wills."  

 


