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All praise is due to Allaah.  We praise Him, seek His aid and forgiveness, and we 
seek refuge in Him from the evils of our souls and from the evils of our actions.  
Whosoever Allah guides, then there is no misguidance for him, and whosoever 
Allah leads astray, then there is no guidance for him, and I bear witness that 
nothing has the right to be worshipped except Allaah, alone, with no partners, 
and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.   
 
 
The Initiation of Jama’atut Tableegh 
 
Al-Haaj Abdur Rahmaan says, “Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas was not enthusiastic 
about establishing this matter until the Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wa 
sallam ordered him with it, so he established it.”1 
 
Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas says, “I was ordered with the establishment of this 
deed during my stay in al Madinah al Munawwarh as it was said to me, ‘We will 
use you and burden you with this matter.’”2 
 
This is how the Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam sent his order to 
Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas from his noble grave and he ordered others as he 
ordered Shaykh Zakariyya, for he narrates that which occurred with him, “I saw 
the Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam while I was asleep and 
Shaykh Kankoohi was sitting with him.  The Shaykh said to the Messenger of 
Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam, ‘Indeed Zakariyya is longing to be present in 
your service but I want to burden him with another endeavor.’  The Messenger of 
Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam said, ‘Yes, he is longing to be in our presence 
but I also want to busy him in another matter.’ I stood from my sleep bewildered 
but after a few days I remembered that which occurred with my uncle (i.e. 
Muhammad Ilyaas) when he was determined to stay in Madinah but he was given 
a sign from the noble grave that he should return to India for surely he had a 
great feat for him there.”3 

                                                        
1 Irshadaat wal Maktoobaatish Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas p. 35 
2 Maulaana Ilyaas aur inki Deeni Da’wat p.91 
3 Majaalis adh Dhikr p.11 and I’atikaaf ki Ahmiyat p.6 
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The Opinion of Ahlus Sunnah wal Jama’ah Regarding this Issue 
 
Shaykh Hamood at Tuwaygaree rahimahullah says, “So in this statement there is 
an indication that it was revealed to him to indulge in the affair of Tableegh, and 
there is no doubt that this was revelation from the Shaytaan.  As for the 
revelation of Ar-Rahmaan to the Prophets alaihimus salaam, then it was cut off 
from this world with the death of the Prophet sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam, and it 
will not return to it except when Eesaa bin Maryam alaihis salaam will descend, 
for Allah the Exalted will reveal to him the coming of Ya’jooj and Ma’jooj, and He 
will order him to safeguard the believers on the mountain. 
 
The Tafseer of the Ayaah and the Manners of Tableegh were revealed 
in a Dream 
 
Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas once said, “Indeed visions are one part of the 64 parts 
of prophethood, and from the people are those who obtain through their visions 
what they can never attain through perseverance and being tractable in worship.” 
 
He also said, “The methodology of Tableegh was revealed to me and the 
explanation of the Ayaah, “You are the best of peoples ever raised up for 
mankind; you enjoin the good and forbid the evil, and you believe in 
Allaah” (Suraah ali Imraan: 110) came to my mind in my sleep, ‘Verily you were 
sent out to the people like the prophets.’ In the expression of this meaning, ‘sent 
out’, is a sign that the action does not occur in one place.  Rather it requires travel 
to other countries and it requires your action of ordering good and forbidding 
evil.” 
 
His statement “…and you believe” points to the fact that your Emaan in itself 
will rise and flourish, and if not, then the attainment of Emaan in itself is known 
from “You are the best of peoples”.  So do not aim to guide others, but intend 
to benefit yourself. 
 
The meaning of His statement, “…raised up for mankind “ is the foreigners 
and not the Arabs because it has been said regarding them “You are not a 
dictator over them.” (Suraah al Ghaashiyyah: 22) and “And We have not 
made you a watcher over them…” (Suraah al An’am: 107).   
 
 
The Opinion of the Scholars of Ahlus Sunnah Regarding this Matter 
 
Shaykh Muhammad Taqiudeen al Hilaali rahimahullah says: 
 
I have heard that the Tableeghis use as proof His statement “…raised up for 
mankind” for the purpose of setting out to travel to the innovators, but it never 
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came to my mind that their Shaykh Muhammad Ilyaas would sink to this level 
that he will use this (verse) for that!” 
 
He continues by bringing a synopsis of what al Haafidh ibn Katheer rahimahullah 
said, “Allaah the most High is informing that al-Ummah al-Muhammadiyyah is 
the best of nations.  Imaam Bukhaari says on the authority of Abu Huraira 
radiyallahu ‘anhu: “You are the best of peoples ever raised up for 
mankind…”, He said, “The best of the people for the people, coming with them 
with chains in their necks until they enter Islaam.”” 
 
Ibn Abbaas and other than him from the first Mufassiroon have said what is 
similar to this, and what is meant by the “best of peoples” is that they are the 
most beneficial of the people for the people. 
 
Shaykh Taqiuddin al-Hilaali continues, “His (i.e. Muhammad Ilyaas) statement 
‘sent out to the people like the prophets’, then this Aayah (preceded above) has 
no connection with the past prophets, rather it is specific to this Ummah, and is 
regarding the Sahaaba of the Messenger of Allaah sallallaahu alaihi wasallam and 
then regarding everyone from al-Ummah al-Muhammadiyyah who follows in 
their footsteps. Ukhrijat here means ‘to be raised up’ (and not sent out), meaning 
that Allaah has raised them up, so how does this prove leaving and taking trips to 
(other) countries.” 
 
Indeed a severe threat has been issued to the one who explains the Qur’an with 
his own opinion and that is found in that which has been narrated by Imaam 
Ahmad and at-Tirmidhi and ibn Jareer and al-Baghawi rahimahumullaah on the 
authority of Ibn Abbaas radiallaahu anhuma that the Messenger of Allaah 
sallallaahu alaihi wasallam said, “Whoever speaks about the Qur’an without 
knowledge then let him take his place in the fire.” Imaam at-Tirmidhi said the 
Hadeeth is Hasan Saheeh.  
 
In the narration of Ibn Jareer , “Whosover speaks about the Qur’an with  his 
opinion or without knowledge then let him take his place in the fire.”  
 
Imaam at-Tirmidhi said, “This is the manner in which it has been narrated upon 
the people of knowledge from the Sahaaba of the Messenger sallallaahu alaihi 
wasallam and other than them that they used to be stern against explaining the 
Qur’an without knowledge.” 
 
Shaykhul Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah said, “Whosoever explains the 
Quraan or the Hadeeth with an explanation that is contrary to the explanation 
that was known to the Sahaaba and the Taabieen, then he is a liar upon Allaah, a 
disbeliever in the Ayaat of Allaah, a distorter of speech from its (original) 
meaning, and this is opening the door to apostasy and disbelief and un-doubtfully 
it is nullification of Islaam.” Majmu’al Fataawa v.13 p.243 
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He also said, “Whoever deviates from the Madhhab and Tafseer of the Sahaaba 
and Tabi’een to that which opposes it then he has erred in that rather (he has) 
innovated.” Majmu’al Fataawa v.13 p.361 
 
 


