QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 147

1) What will happen to the major sinner who meets Allaah without having repented from that major sin?

These people are under the mashiyyah of Allaah. If He wishes, He will punish them in accordance with the level of their sin, then He will take them out of the Fire and enter them into Paradise due to their tawheed and their eemaan.

And they will not remain in the Fire for ever.

And if Allaah so wishes, He will forgive them by His Favour.

The proof of this is the statement of Allaah, the Exalted:

Indeed Allaah does not forgive that shirk be committed with Him but He forgives whatever is less than that to whomsoever He wishes.

Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48

2) What improvement to Imaam at Tahaawee’s statement in point 147 does Shaykh al Fawzaan suggest?

The Imaam mentions:

Even if they(the major sinners) did not repent, after meeting Allaah ‘aarifeen mu’mineen (upon awareness as true believers) and they are under His Mashiyyah and His Judgement, if He wishes He will forgive them and pardon them by His Favour, just as He the Mighty and Majestic mentioned in His Book:

…but He forgives whatever is less than that to whomsoever He wishes.
And if He wishes, he will punish them in the Fire by His Justice.
----------------------
Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentioned that were the imaam to have said muwahhideen (people of Tawheed) instead of just being aware of Allaah that would have been better.

And Sh al Albaanee rahimahullaah mentioned that the word mu’mineen is not included in some versions of Imaam at Tahaawee’s text – so that the statement would in that case only mention that the major sinner need be aware of Allaah in order to come under the mashiyyaah of Allaah.

 Shaykh Al Albaanee rahimahullaah mentioned that the Imaam should have mentioned mu’mineen in his original text, and not restricted it to mere awareness of Allaah – as is found in some versions of Imaam at Tahaawee’s aqeedah.

For there do exist people who are aware of Allaah but do not have true eemaan in Him and make the Tawheed of Him, and are therefore disbelievers – and these people of course will not come under the mashiyyah of Allaah, they will not be forgiven or taken out of the Fire.

3) What do the khawaarij believe will happen to the major sinner in the Hereafter?

They say (mistakenly) that the major sinner will be in the Fire whatever the case, and he will remain in there forever.

They say (again in error) that the person who enters the Fire will never come out of it.

4) What do the murjiah believe will happen to the major sinner in the Hereafter?

They say (mistakenly) that the major sinner will never enter the Fire. 

This is a mistake, since ahl us Sunnah wal jamaa’ah do not guarantee this salvation from the Fire for the major sinner. Rather – as mentioned by the Imaam in this point – the major sinner who dies upon tawheed will be under the mashiyyah of Allaah

5) Under what circumstances does Allaah punish a person who has not disobeyed Him?

Allaah never punishes a person who has not disobeyed Him.

Rather Allaah punishes the person according to that person’s action(s) which necessitated that punishment.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 148

6) For what reasons does the sinful person of tawheed leave the Fire?

This occurs either due to:

a) the Favour of Allaah or 

b) the intercession of the person(s) who intercede on his behalf  - and this intercession can only occur with the permission of Allaah, the Exalted.

7) What are the two conditions that must be satisfied for shafaa’ah (intercession) to occur?

The intercession requires that:

a) Allaah gives His Permission for the intercession to occur

b) That the person being interceded for is a person of Tawheed.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 149

8) What are the events that occur between the sinful person of Tawheed leaving the Fire and him entering jannah (paradise)?

It is related that he will come out from the Fire being burnt like charcoal, then he will be thrown into a river called the River of Life, and his body and flesh will sprout.

After purification and cleansing, he will be granted permission to enter Paradise and he will enter Paradise.

See the hadeeth of Abu Sa’eed al Khudri reported by Bukhaari (no 22) for more details.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 150

9) What are the proofs that Allaah will not deem the people of eemaan to be equivalent to the people of evil and sin?

Among the proofs are:

Soorah al Jaathiyah (45) aayah 21

Soorah Saad(38) aayah 28

10) Allaah will make there be a clear distinction between the people of eemaan and obedience on one hand and the people of kufr and disobedience on the other. But will this distinction be in the hereafter only or will it be in this world as well?

The distinction will be in this world as well as the Hereafter.

The people of obedience and the people of eemaan will be distinguished in this world by their attributes, their signs and their actions and activities.

And they will be distinguished in the Hereafter; Allaah will bestow honour upon them by granting them His Paradise.

11) What improvement to Imaam at Tahaawee’s statement in point 150 is suggested by shaykh al Fawzaan? 

The Imaam mentions:

And that is because Allaah the Most High is the Guardian of those who have awareness of Him…

Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah mentions that using the term ahl ul ma’rifatihi (those who have awareness of Him) falls short.

It gives the mistaken impression that eemaan is merely awareness, something which the extreme Murjiah say.

So Shaykh al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah says that the Imaam rahimahullaah should have said: ahl ut taa’atihi (people who are obedient to Him).
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12) What should be feared by the person of tawheed who knows his aqeedah?

Such a person should fear an evil conclusion to his life, and he should fear falling into misguidance and being deceived by the people of misguidance.

13) What duaa did the Prophet (sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam) make with regard to remaining firm upon the Truth?

Among the supplications that he would make was:

Yaa muqallib al quloob, thabbit qalbee ‘ala deenik.

O Turner of the Hearts, make my heart firm upon Your Religion.

Hadeeth of Anas radiAllaahu ‘anhu , reported by At Tirmidhee and others. Shaykh al Albaanee authenticated it.

14) Where are the hearts of the Children of Aadam, according to the hadeeth?

The Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Indeed the hearts are between 2 fingers of the Fingers of Allaah, He turns them however He wishes.

From the same hadeeth as quoted in answer 13).

15) What did Ibraaheem (alaiyhisalaam) fear for himself and his sons?

He asked Allaah:

Keep me and my sons away from worshipping idols.

Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 35

And this was despite the fact that he smashed the idols with his own hands, and he suffered punishment and humiliation from his people as a result of this action.

Even he alaiyhissalaam did not feel safe from this danger – so how about us?

