QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 165

1) What tremendous issue does this point relate to?

It relates to the issue of al ‘ilm (knowledge).

2) What should be response of the Muslim when discussing matters of the religion and of worship of which he does not have the necessary knowledge?

The shaykh mentions that the Muslim should reply Allaahu a’lam (Allaah knows best).

He also brings the example of Imaam Maalik who replied laa adree (I don’t know) when asked questions to which he did not know the answer.

3) How many questions did Imaam Maalik give the answer to in the narration quoted by the shaykh? What was the imaam’s response when the questioner objected?

Imaam Maalik rahimahullaah replied to only four of the forty questions which he was asked.

His response when the questioner objected to this small proportion was:

Get onto your riding beast and return to the town from which you came and say: I asked Maalik and he said ‘I don’t know’!

4) What was the action of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam when he was asked about a matter about which nothing had been revealed to him?

He sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam would wait until revelation descended upon him.

5) What was the response of the Companions when the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam asked them about something to which they did not know the answer?

‘Allaahu wa rasooluhu a’lam’ – Allaah and His Messenger know best.

6) Why does the shaykh quote soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 33? What other aayah does he quote in this context?

My Lord has only forbidden shameless acts, those which are apparent and those which are hidden, and sin, and transgression without right, and that you associate along with Allaah that for which He has sent down no evidence and that you say about Allaah that of which you do not have knowledge.

Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 33

The shaykh quotes this aayah to show the gravity and seriousness of speaking about Allaah without knowledge. 

As some of the scholars (including ibn ul Qayyim rahimahullaah) have explained, the aayah gives a list of sins in an order of increasing evil. So the mentioning of speaking about Allaah without knowledge at the end of the aayah shows how great a sin it is.

7) What reassurance does the shaykh give to those who are not afraid to say that they do not know the answer to a particular question?

The person who replies ‘I don’t know’ when he does not know the answer to a question should not think that he has not actually responded to the question.

Rather he has given an answer. And his saying ‘I don’t know’ to such a question should not be considered a deficiency; on the contrary, it is completeness, since it is piety and taqwaa, and the people will praise such a person for this.

8) With what description does the shaykh describe the later times of Islaam in terms of the amount of knowledge possessed by the people?

These later times are times when those who possess knowledge have become few, and those who are just reciters are many.

QUESTIONS RELATED TO POINT 166

9) Why does Imaam At Tahaawee rahimahullaah include this point of fiqh in his book of aqeedah?

He rahimahullaah included this point about wiping over the leather socks in a book of aqeedah because it is an issue which the people of innovation have rejected, whilst the ahl us Sunnah affirm it.

The people of Sunnah affirm this point of fiqh because the ahaadeeth regarding it are mutawaatir.

10) For what time period is a) the resident and b) the traveller allowed to perform al mas-h?

a) The resident is allowed to perform the mas–h for one day and one night.

b) The traveller is allowed to perform the mas-h for three days and their nights.

11) What distorted approach to al mas-h do the Raafidah have?

This misguided sect reject the wiping over the leather socks and instead say that it is the bare feet which are wiped over.

12) What proof do they try to use to justify this futile position of theirs?

They quote the aayah from soorah al Maaidah which contains the section:

…wipe your heads (ru’oosikum) – and your feet (arjulakum).

Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 6

The Raafidah recite the word arjulakum (your feet) in the genitive form by saying arjulikum – in this way they link it to the word ru’oosikum (your heads) which is also in the genitive. 

So the aayah mentions that the heads are to be wiped, and in this way the Raafidah say that the bare feet are also to be wiped since both the feet and the heads are in the same grammatical case and therefore fall under the part of the aayah telling us to wipe rather than wash.

13) What is the correct position i.e. the position of the Ahl us Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah on this?

The correct position is that the heads are wiped but the bare feet are washed in the wudhoo.

The most well known recitation of this aayah is with the pronunciation arjulakum (your feet in the accusative case). 

So this would link the bare feet not with the heads (which are mentioned in the genitive case and are to be wiped), but rather with the faces and hands mentioned earlier in the aayah (which are in the accusative case and are to be washed).

14) What are the four points that the shaykh brings to refute the position of the Raafidah on the issue of al mas-h?

a) Indeed the pronunciation arjulikum (in the genitive) is permissible according to the rules of recitation. However the language of the Arabs sometimes uses this construct of putting a noun in the genitive when its meaning is not genitive according to the principle of mujaawazah.  This means that a noun agrees with the case of the adjacent noun to it simply by virtue of its proximity to it, even though the case of the first noun is not understood to the same as the case of the second noun.

b) That al mas-h means al ghusl (washing). An example of this is the phrase tamassahtu bil maa (literally ‘I made mas-h with water’) – meaning I washed with water. So even if one were to say that you should make mas-h of the two bare feet, it is still taken to mean that the feet are washed and not wiped – the Arabic language allows this interpretation.

c) That the most well known recitation of the word ‘feet’ in this aayah is that in the accusative case, and not the genitive case.

d) That the washing of the bare feet rather than wiping is an attribute of the wudhoo of the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam, an attribute which was transmitted by his Companions. There is not one hadeeth, not even a weak one, which reports that that Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam wiped over his bare feet. 

Rather it is reported that when the Prophet sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam saw one of the Companions miss out a patch of his bare feet when he was washing them whilst making wudhoo, he sal Allaahu alaiyhi wa sallam corrected him by saying:

Woe to the heels from the Fire.

Hadeeth reported by Bukhaari (nos 60, 96, 163) and Muslim.

So how can it be sufficient to merely wipe over the bare feet in wudhoo as the Raafidah claim, when this would leave a dry area much larger than the dry spot on this Companion’s feet?

