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والمرجئة
And the Murjiah

Q1. What is the literal meaning of al irjaa ?

It means at ta’kheer (to defer or put something back).

An example of this is when Fir’awn (the Pharaoh) consulted the eminent ones from his people about Moosaa and his people,

They said arjih (put him off) and his brother..

 Meaning: delay his affair until you wait and bring the sorcerers.
Q2. How did Fir’awn (Pharaoh) plan to humiliate Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam in front of the people?

He planned to make the sorcerers challenge Moosaa ‘alaiyhissalaam in front of the people. Fir’awn and his people thought that they  would overcome Moosaa by bringing sorcerers to counter (what they thought to be) the sorcery of Moosaa.
Q3. Did Fir’awn succeed?

No, rather Allaah caused the opposite to occur. For He made clear that Moosaa had in fact been sent by Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and that what Moosaa had with him was a miracle from Allaah which could not be countered by sorcery.  

So when this was made clear, the sorcerers repented and fell down in prostration to Allaah because they recognised that what Moosaa had with him was true. They could recognise this because they were specialists in sorcery with experience in this field. 

So they could see that what Moosaa had was a miracle and was not from the actions of a mere man.
Q4. What is the meaning of al irjaa in the Imaam’s statement here?

It means: to put actions out of eemaan. So all the people of irjaa  - who are known as the Murjiah – say that actions do not enter into what eemaan is. 
Q5. What do the first subgroup from the Murjiah believe?

The first of the four subgroups are the Jahmiyyah and they say that eemaan is merely ma’rifah (awareness) in your heart that Allaah is your Lord.

So they say that even if the person does not do any action nor hold the i’tiqaad (belief) nor attest to it in his heart nor vocalize it upon his tongue, then he is still a person of eemaan (a believer).
Q6. Was Fir’awn a believer?

Even though Fir’awn was clearly not a mu’min, the Jahmiyyah would say that he was – since he fulfils their criterion of having awareness in the heart that what Moosaa came with was the Truth. 

However Fir’awn made an outward display of denying this due to haughtiness and pride.

And they (the people of Fir’awn) denied the signs but in their hearts they had certainty of them  - (denying) wrongfully and from haughtiness. So look at what the outcome of the evildoers was.

Q7. Is Iblees a believer?

Without doubt, Iblees is not a mu’min . But according to the Jahmiyyah, Iblees is a believer because he has awareness in his heart that Allaah is His Lord. He even acknowledged upon his tongue that Allaah was his Lord.

Iblees said to Allaah:

O My Lord! Because You have misguided me…

And he also said, swearing an oath:

And by Your Might (O Allaah)…

So he affirmed Might for Allaah, and swore an oath by it.

Q8. Is everyone on Earth a believer?

According to the Jahmiyyah, there cannot be a kaafir on the face of the Earth since every human being has awareness that Allaah is their Lord, whether they manifest this outwardly or not. 

And this position of the Jahmiyyah is clearly false since there are many disbelievers on the Earth.

And this corrupt belief of the Jahmiyyah is the ugliest of the types of irjaa.
Q10. What do the second subgroup from the Murjiah believe?

They hold that eemaan is merely affirmation in the heart. 

So they disagree with the Jahmiyyah, and say that awareness in the heart is not enough; a person must affirm (that Allaah is his Lord) in his heart. 

But they do not stipulate that a person must express this affirmation upon his tongue nor act upon it with his limbs.  

So, according to them, as long as a person believes in his heart in Allaah and His Messenger and His religion, then the person is a mu’min (believer) with complete eemaan.
Q11. Who holds this corrupt belief?

This is the belief of the Ashaa’irah (the Ash’arees) and whoever else from the scholars of kalaam (theological rhetoric) agrees with them.
Q12. What do the third subgroup from the Murjiah believe?

They say that eemaan is merely stating upon the tongue. 

So even if the person does not believe it in his heart, as long as he speaks with the statement of eemaan upon his tongue then he is a believer.

This is the belief of the Karramiyyah, the followers of Muhammad ibn Karraam.
Q13. What do the fourth subgroup from the Murjiah believe?

They believe that eemaan is just belief in the heart and speech upon the tongue. 

As for action upon the limbs, then they say that this is not from eemaan  but is rather a condition for eemaan or something that completes eemaan and is not from the reality of eemaan.
Q14. What other name do this group go by?

They are called the Murjiah ul Fuqahaa (the Murjiah from the scholars of fiqh) and this was the belief held by most of the Hanafees.
Q15. What do all four subgroups of the Murjiah have in common?

They all take actions out what they deem to be eemaan  and they believe that eemaan is one single entity which neither increases nor decreases. So they believe that the eemaan of Jibreel ‘alaiyhissalaam is just the same as the eemaan of the most sinful person from the Muslims. 
Q16. Do sins have any effect on a person’s eemaan ?

Yes, the truth is that sins cause a person’s eemaan to decrease.

But the Murjiah hold that eemaan is a single unchanging entity; in fact some of them claim that:
When a person has eemaan then no sin will harm (his eemaan) – just as when a person is a kaafir no act of obedience will benefit.
Q17. What is the belief of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah about eemaan ?

The position of Truth is that:

Eemaan is speech upon the tongue and belief in the heart and action of the limbs; it increases through obedience and decreases through sin. So the eemaan of the people is not all of the same level; some of them are more complete in eemaan than others and some of them are more deficient. 
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والمعتزلة
And the Mu’tazilah

Q1. Who was the “founder” of this sect?

The Mu’tazilah ascribe themselves to Waasil ibn ‘Ataa, their leader. 
Q2. How did he disagree with al Hasan al Basree rahimahullaah?

Waasil used to sit in the gatherings of al Hasan al Basree rahimahullaah , the imaam of the taabi’een. 

Al Hasan rahimahullaah was asked about the Muslim who commits a major sin and he replied (correctly):

He is a believer who is deficient in his eemaan. 

Then Waasil said:

I do not say that he (the Muslim major sinner) is a believer nor do I say that he is a kaafir (disbeliever). I say: he is in a position between the two positions. And if he dies without repenting, then he is a kaafir who will remain forever in the Fire. 
Q3. Why are they called the Mu’tazilah?

This is because Waasil made i’tizaal (withdrawal) from the gatherings of al Hasan, and so the people who joined Waasil in this were known as the Mu’tazilah (the people of i’tizaal ).
Q4. How is their belief about the Muslim major sinner similar to the belief of the Khawaarij?

Their doctrine is similar to that of the Khawaarij with regards to the Muslim major sinner in that the Mu’tazilah say that he has left eemaan but has not yet entered into kufr . And that such a person is in a position between the two positions (of eemaan and kufr ).

And if this Muslim dies without repenting from the major sin, then he will be a kaafir remaining forever in the Fire.

Q5. What misguided approach do the Mu’tazilah have towards the Attributes of Allaah?

They deny the Attributes and distort them away from their correct meanings.
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والكرامية
And the Karramiyyah

Q1. After whom is this sect named?

They are the followers of Muhammad ibn Karraam.

Q2. What error do they fall into with regards to the Attributes of Allaah?

They make ghuloo (going beyond the due limit) in affirming the Attributes of Allaah until they reached the level of declaring resemblance between Allaah and His creation. 
300
والكلابية
And the Kullaabiyyah

Q1. After whom is this sect named?

They are named after ‘Abdullaah ibn Sa'eed ibn Kullaab.
Q2. Do the modern day Ash’arees refute and speak out against this sect?

No, rather this is what most of the Ash’arees or all of the modern day Ash’arees are upon. 
Q3. What error do the Kullaabiyyah fall into with regards to the Attributes of Allaah?

They deny most of the Attributes, affirming only seven (or in some cases fourteen) of them.
 These people claim that their intellects “prove” these seven Attributes
 – but as for the other Attributes, then they are not proven by the intellect and are indicated by text alone
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ونظائرهم
فهذه فرق الضلال وطوائف البدع أعاذنا الله منها ‏.‏
And the like of them (these aforementioned sects)

So these are the sects of misguidance and the groups of the peoples of innovations – may Allaah save us from them

Q1. Are the seven sects which the Imaam has just mentioned the only misguided sects?

No, for the Imaam just brought these seven sects as examples of misguided groups. In fact, the sects are many in number, and they appear and then splinter.
Q2. What hadeeth does the Shaykh hafidhahullaah quote to mention the splitting of the Muslims into sects?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

And this (Muslim) nation will split into seventy three sects, all of the in the Fire except for one.

The scholars said that these seventy three are the roots of the sects; however their branches and offshoots are more than seventy three.
� Soorah al A’raaf (7) aayah 111


� Soorah an Naml (27) aayah 14


� Soorah al Hijr (15) aayah 39


� Soorah Saad (38) aayah 82


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah adds:


The ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah do not make ghuloo (going beyond the due limit) with the ghuloo of the Khawaarij, declaring the one who commits a major sin to be a kaafir .





Nor are they (the ahl us sunnah) lax with the laxness of the Murjiah, according the sinner (the status of) complete and perfect eemaan. 





Rather they (the ahl us sunnah) say: Indeed he is a believer, deficient in his eemaan. So acts of disobedience diminish eemaan but they do not strip him entirely of eemaan. Rather he is a sinful believer or a believer deficient in eemaan.





This is the position of the ahl us sunnah wal jamaa’ah. So they do not strip him (the major sinner) of eemaan absolutely and unrestrictedly – as the Khawaarij say. Nor do they accord him eemaan in an absolute and unrestricted sense – as the Murjiah say.


(Quoted at the end of the Shaykh’s explanation of al Nooniyyah 3/1342 - 1343)





� In contrast, the Khawaarij say that the Muslim who commits a major sin has become a kaafir in this worldly life.


� And in this regard, the Khawaarij and the Mu’tazilah hold the same (incorrect) belief.


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad  when discussing the Mu’tazilah:


And their position:


with regards to the Attributes (of Allaah) is ta’teel (negation), just like the Jahmiyyah 





and with regards to qadr is (that of) the Qadariyyah, rejecting the link between Allaah’s  preordainment and His predecree, and the actions of the servant 





and with regards to the major sinner is that he will remain in the Fire forever and (in this worldly life) has departed from eemaan being in a position between the two positions of eemaan and kufr.


 (Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p88)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad  when discussing the Karraamiyyah:


They are the followers of Muhammad ibn Karraam who died in the year 255AH. They incline towards tashbeeh and (towards) the statement of irjaa and they are many different groups.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p88)


� Shaykh Saalih al Fawzaan hafidhahullaah was asked:


Are the Ash’arees Jahmiyyah?





So he replied:


Yes, they are Jahmiyyah in accordance with those statements of the Jahmiyyah which the (the Ash’arees) hold as their creed and belief.


So they are not “pure” Jahmiyyah but they (the Ash’arees) do have with them tajahhum with regards to denying some of the Attributes; as for the Names (of Allaah), then they do not reject these.


(Quoted at the end of the Shaykh’s explanation of al Nooniyyah 3/1325)





� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad  when discussing these seven attributes that the Ashaa’irah/Kullaabiyyah affirm:


They only affirm seven Attributes, claiming that the intellect proves them. And they make ta’weel (distortion) of the other (Attributes). And they (the seven Attributes) are mentioned in the line of poetry:


Hayy ‘aleem qadeer wal kalaam lahu 


Iraadah wa kadhaak as sam’ wal basar





The Ever Living, the All Knowing, the All Powerful and He has Speech


Will and similarly Hearing and Seeing





And they have other innovations with regards to the meaning of Speech and Qadr and other than that.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p889)


� Reported by Ahmad in the Musnad, Aboo Daawud (4597) from the hadeeth of Mu’aawiyyah ibn Abee Sufyaan and declared hasan by al Albaanee rahimahumullaah.





