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ومعاوية خال المؤمنين
ِ and Mu’aawiyyah is the khaal (maternal uncle) of the believers

Q1. In what sense can Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu be said to be the khaal of the believers?

Mu’aawiyyah ibn Abee Sufyaan radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa was called the khaal (maternal uncle) of the believers by virtue of his being the brother of Umm Habeebah Ramlah bint Abee Sufyaan – and she was one of the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  and therefore one of the Mothers of the Believers. 

In this way, the brother of a Mother of the Believers will be a maternal uncle to the Believers; but this is a khaal in terms of virtue and not in terms of actual blood lineage.
Q2. Why does the Shaykh describe Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu as being ameen ?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  took him as a scribe to write down the Revelation, and Allaah would only choose a person who was ameen (trustworthy) for the writing down of His Revelation.
Q3. What other virtues of this Companion are mentioned here by the Shaykh?

He radi Allaahu ‘anhu fought jihaad along with Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  and he was made the Governor of Shaam (modern day Palestine, Syria, etc) in the time of ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab radi Allaahu ‘anhu .

Q4. How did Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu come to be the khaleefah ?

When the fitnah (discord) occurred in the time of ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhu , the pledge was given to al Hasan, the son of ‘Alee radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa .

But al Hasan saw that he the matter would not be completed in the way that was desired, so he relinquished the khilaafah (caliphate) to Mu’aawiyyah in 41AH. He did this in order to preserve the blood of the Muslims and to bring about unity.
Q5. What hadeeth is mentioned by the Shaykh here to show the virtue of al Hasan radi Allaahu ‘anhu ?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  said about his grandson, al Hasan:

This son of mine is a sayyid (noble chief) and through him Allaah will bring about peace between two great groups of people from the Muslims. 

And the relinquishing of the khilaafah (caliphate) by al Hasan to Mu’aawiyyah brought about tremendous benefits for the Muslims, including the unification of the Muslims upon their a single ruler, Mu’aawiyyah.

Q6. In what manner did Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu rule over the Muslims?

He radi Allaahu ‘anhu led the people with wisdom and in the correctly legislated manner, with justice. Allaah gave this great Companion intellect, wisdom and gentleness towards the believers. 

And Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu was a thorn in the throats of the misguided sects of the time and blocked the road against them.
Q7. What was the ‘aam ul jamaa’at mentioned by the Shaykh here? Why was it so called?

It was the year 41AH, the year in which al Hasan abdicated in favour of Mu’aawiyyah and it was called ‘aam ul jamaa’at (the year of the united body) because the jamaa’at (the united body upon the truth) was re-established then and unity amongst the Muslims was established. 

And this was due to the virtue of al Hasan radi Allaahu ‘anhu who gave preference to the welfare and unity of the Muslims over and above his own personal benefit. 
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وكاتب وحي الله أحد خلفاء المسلمين رضي الله عنه
And he was the scribe of Allaah’s Revelation and one of the caliphs of the Muslims, may Allaah be pleased with him
‏‏ Q1. What six virtues of Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu are mentioned by the Shaykh here?

He mentions:

1) He was from the Companions of the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam so he had the virtue of Companionship.

2) He was the brother of the wife of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam  Umm Habeebah, so he is therefore the maternal uncle to the Believers.

3) He fought jihaad along with Allaah’s Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam .

4) He was made a governor by ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab radi Allaahu ‘anhu , the second caliph over a tremendous area (ash Shaam) and he governed it in the best manner. So the people loved him because of the fine manner in which he governed. 

5) Allaah united the Muslims under him and repelled through him the discord which had blazed since the murder of ‘Uthmaan through to the time of al Hasan’s abdication.

6) He was a scribe of the Revelation and Allaah would not choose anyone other than a trustworthy person for the writing down of His Revelation.
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ومن السنة السمع والطاعة لأئمة المسلمين وأمراء المؤمنين برهم وفاجرهم
And from the Sunnah is hearing and obeying the rulers of the Muslims and those in authority over the believers

the righteous ones from them and the sinful ones

Q1. This section follows on from which previous section?

This follows on from the section “The obligation of the hajj and jihaad along with every ruler, be he righteous or sinful ” 
. Likewise from the Sunnah is hearing and obeying the ruler, be he righteous or sinful.
Q2. Which proofs from the Qur’aan and the authentic Sunnah are brought by the Shaykh here to prove the point of the Imaam’s?

He mentions the statement of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

I enjoin you with taqwaa of (fear of and dutifulness to) Allaah and with hearing and obeying, even if a slave is placed in authority over you. 

And Allaah, the Most High, said:

O you who believe! Obey Allaah and obey the Messenger and those in authority from amongst you.
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ما لم يأمروا بمعصية الله
As long as they do not command with disobedience to Allaah

Q1. In what ways might the Muslim ruler command his subjects with an act of disobedience to Allaah?

They might command with doing a prohibited action or leaving an obligatory action.
Q2. What is the response of the people of the Sunnah when the Muslim ruler does command his subjects with an act of disobedience to Allaah?

They do not obey him in that sinful act but they remain obedient to him in all other matters which are not sinful. So if he commands with a sin it is not the case that his authority over his subjects ceases or that it is now permissible to rebel against him. 
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فإنه لا طاعة لأحد في معصية الله
Since there is no obedience to anyone in disobedience to Allaah

Q1. What hadeeth does the Shaykh quote to prove this point?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There is no obedience to a created being in disobedience to the Creator.
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‏‏ ومن ولي الخلافة
واجتمع عليه الناس ورضوا به أو غلبهم بسيفه حتى صار الخليفة وسمي امير المؤمنين وجبت طاعته
وحرمت مخالفته والخروج عليه وشق عصا المسلمين
And whoever attains the caliphate 

and the people unite upon him and are satisfied with him

or if he overcomes them with his sword until he becomes the caliph 

and he is called the Chief of the Believers,

then it becomes obligatory to obey him 

and it is forbidden to oppose him and to rebel against him 

and to break the unity of the Muslims 

Q1. In what three methods does the Muslim ruler gain his authority?

He gains his authority in one of three ways :

a) the people of influence choose him

b) the person in charge of affairs appoints someone to take charge after him, then it becomes binding to obey him in that

c) he seizes power over the Muslims with his sword or forces them to submit to obedience to him 
Q2. How did Aboo Bakr gain his position of rulership?

He obtained it through the first of these three methods – namely, the people of influence chose him. The pledge of allegiance to him was established by consensus. 
Q3. How did ‘Umar gain his position of rulership?

He gained it by the second of the two methods mentioned; Aboo Bakr appointed him. 
Q4. How did ‘Abdul Malik ibn Marwaan gain his position of rulership?

He and others from the kings of the Muslims achieved it by the third of the means mentioned; they forced the people with the sword to submit so that the people would comply with them.
Q5. How does the approach of the people of the Sunnah to the Muslim ruler differ according to how the ruler achieved his position of authority?

There is no difference between the three categories mentioned – it is binding upon the Muslims to obey them, in order to bring about unity and to keep the Muslims free from bloodshed and internal disputes. 
� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of Lum’at ul I’tiqaad about Mu’aawiyyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu:





He was the Chief of the Believers, Mu’aawiyyah ibn Aboo Sufyaan Sakhar ibn Harb. He was born before the raising (of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam as a prophet) by five  years and he accepted Islaam in the Year of the Conquest (of Makkah); or it is said he accepted Islaam after Hudaybiyyah but concealed his Islaam.


He was appointed by ‘Umar (ibn al Khattaab) to be in charge of Shaam and he continued in that position and he carried the title of Caliph after the judgement of the two judges in the year 37AH. And the people united upon him after the abdication of al Hasan ibn ‘Alee in the year 41AH.


He used to act as a scribe for the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and he was one of the scribes of the Revelation.


He died in (the month of) Rajab in 60AH at the age of 78AH.


And the author (ibn Qudaamah) mentioned him and praised him as a refutation of the Raafidah (Shee’ah), those who abuse him and revile him. 


And he called him Khaal ul Mu’mineen (the maternal uncle of the Believers) because he was the brother of Umm Habeebah, one of the brothers of the believers. 


And Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah mention in “Minhaaj us Sunnah” vol 2 page 199 a disagreement between the scholars as to whether it can be said about the brothers of the Mothers of the Believers that they are the maternal uncles to the Believers or not.


(Ta’leeq mukhtasar ‘alaa kitaab lum’at il i’tiqaad p82)








� Reported by al Bukhaaree (2704) and Ahmad in the Musnad from the hadeeth of Aboo Bakrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu.


� Box 266 of these Questions and Answers


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad, Aboo Daawud and at Tirmidhee from the hadeeth of al ‘Irbaad ibn Saariyah radi Allaahu ‘anhu and declared to be saheeh by al Albaanee.


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 59


� Reported by al Baghawee in Sharh us Sunnah (10/44) from the hadeeth of an Nawwaas ibn Sam’aan, and it is witnessed to by the hadeeth of ‘Alee occurring in the Musnad  of Imaam Ahmad and the hadeeth of al Hakam ibn ‘Amr al Ghaffaaree. It is also declared saheeh (authentic) by al Albaanee in as Saheehah (179). 


� Shaykh Muhammad ibn Saalih al ‘Uthaymeen rahimahullaah adds in his explanation of al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah commenting on how a Muslim gains authority:





(Firstly), if the Caliph before him appoints him, then he is the (new) Caliph and it is impermissible to dispute this. 


And he is in no need of a bai’ah (pledge of allegiance) because the bai’ah (to the first caliph) suffices for his (the new caliph’s) bai’ah .


This is because the bai’ah to the first (caliph) means that it is binding upon the people to allow the first (caliph) to act freely without restriction. So if the first (caliph) chose to act in this way and said, “Indeed the imaam after me or the caliph after me is so-and-so ” then he indeed is the (new) caliph without there being any pledging of allegiance (to the new caliph). And this is one (way of gaining authority).





Secondly, by consensus – meaning consensus of the people of influence upon giving him the bai’ah . This is just as the six people of the shooraa (consultative body)  - those whom ‘Umar had designated – agreed in consensus upon giving the bai’ah to ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Affaan radi Allaahu ‘anhu .


So if the people of influence agree upon a person and appoint him to be the imaam then he becomes the imaam. However this (is only true) with the condition that the original caliph (i.e. the preceding one) did not appoint a specific person (to be the caliph after him). So if he did appoint a specific person then there is nothing more to be said. However if he (the first caliph) died without having appointed anyone, then the people of influence have a meeting; and if they agree in consensus upon a person being the caliph, then he becomes the caliph.





And is it a prerequisite that every single person from the (Muslim) nation give the bai’ah to him (the new caliph)?


The answer: It is not a prerequisite and (in fact) this is something which is not possible. And for this reason only the people of influence gave the pledge of allegiance to Aboo Bakr radi Allaahu ‘anhu . So he did not send for every adolescent, nor for every elderly person, nor for every young person nor for every man that they should pledge allegiance to him. Nor did he send out to Makkah nor to Taa-if nor to other cities – in fact not even to the (common) folk of al Madeenah.





So he was content with the pledge of allegiance of whom?


Of the people of influence.





In this way we come to know that (when) the gullible fools say, “I didn’t give a pledge of allegiance (to this ruler)!!” , we say, “Who said that it was a condition that you give the pledge of allegiance?”


The pledging of allegiance is not to be done by every single person – (rather) the pledging of allegiance is for the people of influence. So if they agree in consensus and give the bai’ah to him, then he becomes the imaam. It is obligatory upon everyone to adhere to the rulings of the imaam with regards to this man whom the people of influence have united upon. And this is one (way of gaining authority).





Such as the example of whom? 


The example of ‘Uthmaan, ‘Uthmaan radi Allaahu ‘anhu was given the pledge of allegiance by the consensus of the people of the consultative body whom ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu had appointed.





Thirdly, by force – meaning if a man rebelled and overthrew the authority, then it is obligatory for the people to yield to him, even if this is through coercion without them being pleased (with him), because he overpowered the authority…





Is there a fourth (way of gaining authority) remaining? They say “No”; these are the three methods by which the imaam becomes the imaam:


a) Appointment


b) Consensus


c) By force





So if we say that the Caliphate is established through one of these three methods, then this means that it is never permissible to rebel against the one who (has become) imaam by one of these (methods).


(al ‘Aqeedah al Safaareeniyyah p533 - 534)














