Chapter 20

What has been narrated with regards to the serious nature of worshipping Allaah at the grave of a righteous person. So how about if he worships the inhabitant of the grave?
Chapter 20 Box 1/5

In the Saheeh, it is reported from Aa’ishah:

That Umm Salamah mentioned to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam a church which she had seen in the land of al Habashah (Abyssinia) and the images that it contained.

So he said:

When a righteous man  - or a righteous servant  - among them died, they would build a masjid on his grave and make those images in it. Those people are the worst of the creation in the sight of Allaah.

(Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah stated): 

So those people combined two fitnahs (trials and tribulations): the fitnah of the graves and the fitnah of images.

1) What is the relevance of this chapter to the book ‘Kitaab ut Tawheed?

This chapter explains that worshipping Allaah by a grave is a means that leads to shirk and something that negates tawheed. 

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

2) Umm Salamah – she was the mother of the believers Hind bint Abee Umayyah, al Makhzoomiyyah, al Qurayshiyyah, who died in the year 62 AH – radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.
3) mentioned to the Messenger  - in his final illness around the time of his death
4) a righteous man  - or a righteous servant  - this appears to be a doubt on the part of the reporter of the hadeeth – and Allaah knows best.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

5) What ghuloo did these Christians fall into and what did it lead them to do?

They fell into ghuloo (going beyond the due limit) in extolling and glorifying the righteous people. This led them to (amongst other things) building masjids on the graves of these righteous people and placing images in them. 

6) Why are these types of people described by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam as being the worst of people? 
These people brought together two forbidden matters in this action of theirs: the fitnah of taking graves as places of worship and the fitnah of glorifying images from that which would lead to shirk.
7) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to the chapter?

It contains a clear proof showing the forbiddance of worshipping Allaah at the graves of the righteous people, and taking them as places of worship.

This is because this is from the actions of the Christians and whoever falls into this action is from the worst of all creation.

With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
8) A prohibition of the worship of Allaah at the graves of the righteous people, since this is a means that leads to shirk and is from the actions of the Christians.

9) A mentioning of what the kuffaar (disbelievers) do – so that the Muslims might be warned from that (practice of the kuffaar).

10) A warning against making pictures and constructing images, since that is a means leading to shirk.

11) That the person who constructs a masjid by the grave of a righteous person is from the worst of mankind, even if his intention was to do good.

Chapter 20 Box 2/5

And from both of them, it is reported from her that she said:

When (the Angel of Death) came to the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam he began to put his khameesah upon his face. When he was troubled by it, he removed it and said whilst being in that state:

Allaah’s curse is upon the Jews and the Christians, they took the graves of their prophets as masjids.

And he was warning against what they used to do. And if it were not for that, then his grave would have been placed outside – except that he feared (or it was feared) that it would be taken as a masjid.

They both reported it.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) And from both of them – i.e. from al Bukhaaree and Muslim.
2) it is reported from her  - i.e. from Aa’ishah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa.
3) khameesah – a garment which had markings i.e. stripes.
4) he removed it – i.e. it troubled him and prevented his breathing.
5) warning against what they used to do – he cursed them, warning his own nation against doing what they did.
6) and if it were not for that – i.e. if it were not for the Prophet’s sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warning against what they did and his curse upon the one who did that.
7) he feared (or it was feared) – this word has been reported as khashiya (he feared) – meaning that the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was the one who commanded them to not make his grave manifest (open to public view). 

This word has also been reported as khushiya (it was feared) – meaning it was the Companions who feared that so they did not make his grave manifest (open to public view).
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

8) What did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warn his nation against whilst on his deathbed?
He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warned them against ghuloo (going beyond the due limits) with regard to his grave, taking it as a place of worship and praying there – and this was something that the Jews and Christians had fallen into with regards to the graves of their prophets.

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam truly conveyed the message in a clear and complete way.
9) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to the chapter?

It is that it contains a forbiddance of worshipping Allaah at the graves of the prophets and of taking them as places of worship, because this will lead to shirk with Allaah.
With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
10) A prohibition of taking the graves of the prophets and the righteous people as masjids where Allaah is prayed to, because that is a means which leads to shirk.

11) How great was the importance paid by the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to the issue of tawheed and his concern for it. And (how great) was his fear that his grave be venerated because this is something that (may) lead to shirk.

12) The permissibility of cursing the Jews and Christians and whoever performs acts similar to theirs from building upon the graves and taking them as masjids.

13) An explanation of the wisdom behind burying the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in his house – and that is to prevent the occurrence of trials through this.

14) That the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was a human being; that which befell other humans from death and the agonies of dying also befell him.
Chapter 20 Box 3/5
And Muslim reports from Jundub ibn ‘Abdillaah that he said: I heard the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam say, five (nights) before his death:

Indeed I free myself in front of Allaah from having any of you as a khaleel, for indeed Allaah took me as a khaleel just as He took Ibraaheem as a khaleel.

And were I to have taken anyone from my ummah as a khaleel, I would have taken Aboo Bakr as a khaleel.

For truly, those who came before you used to take the graves of their prophets as masjids, so do not take the graves as masjids! For indeed I forbid you from doing that.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) Jundub – Jundub ibn ‘Abdillaah ibn Sufyaan al Bajalee, the well known Companion who died in 60AH radi Allaahu ‘anhu.
2) Aboo Bakr – he is Aboo Bakr as Siddeeq and his name was ‘Abdullaah ibn ‘Uthmaan ibn ‘Aamir ibn ‘Amr ibn Ka’b at Taymee, the one who became khaleefah after the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and the most virtuous of the Companions by consensus. He died in the year 13AH at the age of 63, radi Allaahu ‘anhu.
3) five – meaning five nights. And it is said that it means: five years.
4) Indeed I free myself – I withhold myself from it and I reject it.

5) khaleel – this refers to someone who is loved with the utmost degree of love.
6) those who came before you  - meaning the Jews and Christians.
7) (they) used to take the graves of their prophets as masjids – by praying at them and to them, and by building places of worship and shrines upon them.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

8) Who were the two khaleels of Allaah?
They were Ibraaheem  ‘alaiyhissalaam and Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

9) What was indicated by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam saying that he would have taken Aboo Bakr as a khaleel if he had taken anyone as a khaleel?

This was an indication of the virtue of Aboo Bakr and that he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam chose Aboo Bakr to be the successor after him.

10) What type of ghuloo (going beyond the due limit) was mentioned by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in this hadeeth?

It was the ghuloo of the Jews and the Christians with regards to the graves of their prophets, to the extent that they made their graves into objects of worship, committing shirk with Allaah in this.

11) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to the chapter?

This hadeeth contains a prohibition of taking the graves as places of worship, because this is a means that leads to shirk. This error is something that the Jews and Christians (as well as others from the people of innovations) fell into.

With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
12) A prohibition of taking the graves as places of worship, where prayer is performed or as places to which prayer is directed and (a prohibition) of building masjids or shrines, as a precaution against falling into shirk due to that.

13) Blocking off the routes which lead to shirk.

14) An affirmation of mahabbah (love) for Allaah, the One free of all imperfections, in a manner that befits His Majesty.

15) The virtue of the two khaleels: Muhammad and Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhimussalaam.
16) The virtue of Aboo Bakr as Siddeeq, and that he was the most virtuous of this ummah (after the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam) without any exception.

17) A proof to justify the khilaafah (caliphate) of Aboo Bakr as Siddeeq.

Chapter 20 Box 4/5
Shaykh ul Islaam ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullaah said:

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam forbade this (taking graves as masjids) whilst he was in the last stages of his life, then he issued a curse – and this was in the context of those who do this (i.e. the Jews and Christians).

And performing prayer at them (the graves) is from that, even if no masjid has been built there.

And this is the meaning of her statement:

…it was feared that it would be taken as a masjid…

-for the Companions would not build a mosque around his grave.

And every place where prayer is performed is called a masjid, just as he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The earth has been made a masjid for me and a purifier..

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this quote:

1) performing prayer at them (the graves) is from that – i.e. from taking them as places of worship.
2) even if no masjid has been built there  - i.e. offering prayer at the graves is considered to be from taking them as places of worship, and the person who does this is cursed – even masaajid (places of worship) are not actually built (there).
3) And this is the meaning of her statement:

…it was feared that it would be taken as a masjid – i.e. the meaning of the statement of ‘Aaishah when she explained the reason for burying the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in his house and for not make his grave manifest (open to public view).
4) For the Companions would not build a masjid at his grave – i.e. due to their knowledge of his strictness and his sternness in this matter and the curse upon the one who did actually do this.. so the meaning of this phrase is a prohibition of praying at it.
5) And every place where prayer is performed is called a masjid  - even if that were not specifically intended, rather the prayer just happened to occur there when the time for that prayer came about. 
6) The earth has been made a masjid for me and a purifier  - Shaykh ul Islaam intended to use this as a proof for the preceding sentence in that he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam called the earth ‘a masjid’ in this hadeeth. So offering prayer is permissible in every location on earth except where there is an evidence to show otherwise.
Chapter 20 Box 5/5

And Ahmad reports with a good chain of narration from ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu in a marfoo’ form:

Indeed from the worst of all people are those whom the Hour will come upon while they are alive – and those who take the graves as masjids.

And Aboo Haatim related this in his saheeh.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) Those whom the Hour will come upon – i.e. those who are present when the initial stages of the Hour first appear, such as the emergence of the daabbah (beast) and the rising of the sun from its place of setting.
2) and those who take the graves and masjids – i.e. with prayer at the graves or towards the graves.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

3) Why did the Prophet sall Allaahu 'alaiyhi wa sallam tell us that those who take the graves as masjids are from the worst of all people?
By doing so, he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warned his nation against doing with the graves of their Prophet and their righteous ones the like of that which these evil people mentioned in the hadeeth did (i.e. taking the graves as places of worship).
4) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to the chapter?

In this hadeeth, the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warned against taking the graves as places of worship, where prayer is offered and as means of seeking blessings – because this is a means that leads to shirk.
With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
5) A warning against praying at the graves, because that is a means which leads to shirk.

6) That the person who takes the graves of the righteous people as a masjid to pray in, then such a person is from the worst of all creation – even if his intention were to draw closer to Allaah.

7) That the Hour will be established upon the worst of all people.

8) A warning against shirk, the means leading to it and that which is close to it – regardless of the intention of the person who performs these means.
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