Chapter 24

What has been reported about sihr (sorcery)

Chapter 24 Box 1/3 
And His Statement, He the Most High:

And they indeed knew that whoever purchased it would have no share of the Hereafter.

And His Statement:

(Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book), believing in al jibt and at taaghoot?

‘Umar said:

Al Jibt is sihr and at taaghoot is Shaytaan.

And Jaabir said:

The tawaagheet (taaghoots) are the soothsayers; Shaytaan used to descend to them in every single tribe..

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) What types of sihr (sorcery) occur without shirk ?
None of them.

Sihr (sorcery) is from the types of shirk and it will not come about with there being shirk.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

2) what has been reported – i.e. with regard to the threat (of punishment) and an explanation that it negates tawheed and that the person who performs sihr is declared to be a kaafir (disbeliever).
3) about sihr -  sihr in the Arabic language is a term used for things whose cause is hidden and imperceptible. 

And in the Islaamic legislation, this word is used for spells and charms and speech and potions and the use of types of smoke and knots which are tied – these have an effects on the hearts and the bodies, such that the person affected become ill or dies and separation occurs between a man and his wife.
4) and they indeed knew – the Jews (who substituted sihr for following the Messengers) knew
5) whoever purchased it – who is pleased with sihr (sorcery), in exchange for the legislation of Allaah and His religion
6) al jibt – this is a word used for the idols and the sorcerer and the soothsayer. And the explanation of ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu that it means ‘sorcery’ is a case of explaining something by mentioning one example of it.
7) at taaghoot – this is derived from the word ‘tughyaan’ which means ‘going beyond the due limit’. So whoever exceeds the appointment limit in sin, then he is a taaghoot.
8) the tawaagheet are the soothsayers – this means that the soothsayer is one of the taaghoots and it does mean that the taaghoots are restricted to just soothsayers.
9) Shaytaan used to descend to them – i.e. the devils and not just Iblees specifically. So ‘Shaytaan’ in this phrase is used as a collective noun for the devils.
With regards to the general meaning of these aayaat:
10) Which group of people are being referred to in these two aayaat?

The Jews.

11) What crimes were they guilty of in the context of sihr ?

They substituted sihr in place of following the Messengers and having eemaan in Allaah despite the Jews’ knowledge that the person guilty of this sin would have no share of the Hereafter. 

And in the second aayah quoted, Allaah informs us that the Jews attest to jibt and this includes sorcery.
12) What is the relevance of these aayaat to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

They prove that sihr is prohibited and that it is from jibt.
With regards to benefits of these aayaat, fill in the missing words or phrases:

These aayaat show:
13) The prohibited nature of sihr.

14) The kufr of the sorcerer.

15) The severe threat upon the person who turns away from the Book of Allaah, exchanging it for something else.

16) That sihr is a form of shirk which (therefore) negates tawheed because it involves making use of the devils and devotion to them.

Chapter 24 Box 2/3

And from Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah said:

Distance yourself from the seven moobiqaat (destructive sins)!

So they said:

O Messenger of Allaah, what are they?

He said:

Shirk with Allaah, sihr, killing a soul whose killing Allaah has forbidden except with a right, devouring usury, consuming the wealth of the orphan, turning one’s back on the enemy at the time of fighting, and falsely accusing the chaste believing women of adultery when they are innocent of that.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) Moobiqaat  - those (sins) which destroy, and they are called this because they destroy the person who does them in this world and in the next.

2) Shirk with Allaah – i.e. that the person sets up a rival, one whom he calls upon and has hope in and fears.
3) except with a right – i.e. because of the person’s having done something which necessitates his being killed.
4) devouring usury – i.e. taking it in any manner.
5) orphan – this is the child whose father dies before the child has reached puberty.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
6) Why did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam begin this list of seven destructive sins with shirk ?

He began with that because it is the greatest of (all) sins.

7) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains a proof for the prohibition of sorcery and its being counted as being one of the destructive major sins.

With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
8) The prohibited nature of shirk, and that it is the gravest of the kabaair (major sins), and the greatest sin.

9) The prohibited nature of sihr (sorcery) and that it is from the destructive major sins, and from the nawaaqid ul islaam (those matters which nullify a person’s Islaam).

10) The prohibited nature of killing a soul without that person having done an action which would Islaamically necessitate its killing.

11) The permissibility of killing a soul when there is an Islaamic reason for doing so, such as in the case of retaliation (a life for a life), apostasy, adultery after having been married.

12) The prohibition of usury and its tremendous seriousness.

13) The prohibited nature of infringing upon the wealth of the orphans.

14) The forbidden nature of fleeing from the battlefield.

15) The prohibited nature of casting allegations of zinaa (adultery) and liwaat (homosexual intercourse).

16) That making an accusation of adultery against the disbelievers is not from the major sins.

Chapter 24 Box 3/3

And from Jundub in a marfoo’ form:

The prescribed punishment for a sorcerer is his being struck by the sword.

Reported by at Tirmidhee and he said: What is correct is that it (this narration) is mawqoof.

And in the Saheeh of al Bukhaaree, from Bajaalah ibn ‘Abadah who said:

‘Umar ibn al Khattaab wrote: “Kill every sorcerer and sorceress.”

He said: So we killed three sorcerers.

And it is authentic from Hafsah radi Allaahu ‘anhaa that she gave the order to execute a female slave of hers who had performed sorcery upon her; so she was executed.
 And the like of this is authentic from Jundub.

Ahmad said: From three of the Companions of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) his being struck by the sword – i.e. that he be killed.
2) mawqoof – i.e. it is from the speech of the Companion and not from the speech of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
3) from three of the Companions.. – this refers to ‘Umar, Hafsah and Jundub radi Allaahu ‘anhum.
4) What is the relevance of these narrations to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

They contain an explanation that the punishment for the sorcerer is that he be killed which shows how serious the crime of sihr is and that it is from the major sins.
With regards to benefits of these narrations, fill in the missing words or phrases:

These narrations show:
5) A clarification of the prescribed punishment of the sorcerer and that he is to be executed without being asked to repent. 
6) The existence of the practice of sorcery amongst the Muslims in the time of ‘Umar – so how much more so after that time?

� Soorah al Baqarah (2) aayah 102


� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 51


� And Shaykh al Ghudayaan hafidhahullaah added:


And the devils will not serve a person until he commits shirk, e.g. he prostrates to them. So when the person prostrates to the devils then he has committed shirk and then the devils will help him.


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (2766), Muslim and Aboo Daawud.


� And Shaykh al Ghudayaan hafidhahullaah added:


Destroying the person in this world means: his being in loss with regards to righteous deeds.


And in the Hereafter means: his entry into the Fire.


� And Shaykh al Ghudayaan hafidhahullaah added:


The age of puberty has three signs:


1) the age of 15 years


2) coarse hair grows around the private parts


3) the person has a wet dream


And the women have an extra sign, that of menstruation (the monthly periods).





� Reported by at Tirmidhee (1460) and al Bayhaqee and al Haakim. And al Albaanee graded this as being da’eef  (weak) in his checking of Sunan at Tirmidhee.


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3156) and Ahmad.


� Reported by Maalik in his Muwatta in a disconnected form.





