Chapter 23

What has been reported about some of this ummah worshipping awthaan 
Chapter 23 Box 1/5
And His Statement, He the Most High:

Have you not seen those who were given a portion of the Book, believing in al jibt and at taaghoot?

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) Is it possible that shirk will occur in the nation of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam ?
Yes, without doubt shirk will occur in this ummah.
2) If so, then will these Muslims who fall into shirk still be people who say laa ilaaha ill Allaah ?
Yes, and this chapter is a refutation of those grave worshippers who fall into shirk and say:

Shirk will not occur in this nation of Muhammad’s whilst they (the people) they say laa ilaaha ill Allaah !
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

3) awthaan  - it is the plural of wathan (an idol) and it means: that thing to which one of the types of worship is directed, whether that thing be the graves or the shrines or other than these.
4) those who were given – those are the Jews and the Christians.
5) al jibt  - it is a word used for an idol and a kaahin (soothsayer) and a saahir (sorcerer)
6) at taaghoot  - this word is derived from at tughyaan and it is: going beyond the due limit. So the one with regards to whom the people go beyond the due limit is the taaghoot.

And what is meant by taaghoot here is Shaytaan.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
7) Which people does Allaah criticize in this aayah?
He criticises the Jews and Christians.
8) Why was it something very strange that these people should believe in al jibt and at taaghoot?
Allaah makes the statement in this aayah to his Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in the manner of marvelling and rebuke.

This is because the Jews and Christians were given a portion of the Book of Allaah which contains a clarification of the Truth from falsehood. Yet despite this, these people still attest to the truthfulness of what is in fact falsehood – including matters such as worshipping the idols, and soothsaying and sorcery – and they worship Shaytaan in that.
With regards to  the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed:

9) Why should the behaviour of the people described in this aayah be of relevance to the Muslim ummah? 
The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us that there will be in this ummah (nation) those who do exactly what the Jews and Christians do, conforming with them completely in that  - even if these people from the Muslims hate them and know them to be upon something false and futile.

So if the people who were given a portion of the (preceding) scriptures believed in al jibt and at taaghoot then it is not inconceivable that those people given the Qur’aan would worship them also.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:
10) That there will be in this ummah those who worship the awthaan just as occurred to the Jews and the Christians.

11) That the meaning of ‘believing in al jibt and at taaghoot’ in this issue is  - to agree with the people who fall into these practices, even if the person hates them and knows that they are practices which are false and futile.
12) That disbelieving and rejecting al jibt and at taaghoot is something obligatory in all the Revealed Scriptures.

13) The obligation of acting upon knowledge, and whoever does not act upon his knowledge has resembled the Jews and Christians.

Chapter 23 Box 2/5
And His Statement, He the Most High:

Say: Shall I inform you of that which is worse than that, with regards to recompense from Allaah? Those whom Allaah has cursed and with whom He is angry, and from amongst whom He has made apes and pigs, those who worshipped at taaghoot.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) Say  - this is addressed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
2) of that which is worse than that – that which is worse than what you have mentioned about us by way of lying and false criticism, from your statement about us: “We have not seen worse than you (O Muslims!)”
3) recompense from Allaah – recompense from Him on the Day of Resurrection. And this will apply to you, O people who have been described with these attributes – and not to us!
4) whom Allaah has cursed – He has rejected and distanced from His Mercy.
5) and with whom He is angry – angry with an Anger which will not be followed by His being pleased with them.
6) and from amongst whom He has made apes – this refers to those Jews who disobeyed with regards to the Sabbath Day. 
7) and pigs – this refers to those Christians who disbelieved in the table of food sent down to ‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalaam. And it is also said that both these transformations – the apes and the pigs – refer to the Jews who disobeyed with regards to the Sabbath Day; so the youth from among them were transformed into apes and the old men from among them were transformed into pigs.
8) who worshipped at Taaghoot – and He made from them those who worshipped Shaytaan – meaning that they obeyed him in that which Shaytaan made seem alluring to them.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
9) Who are the people who will receive the worst recompense on the Day of Resurrection?
It will be those people who have the characteristics of being distanced away from the mercy of Allaah and gaining the perpetual anger of Allaah and those whose outward appearance was changed to that of apes and pigs, and inwardly to that of worshipping Shaytaan and turning away from the revelation of ar Rahmaan. 
And these characteristics apply to the people of the Book and those who resemble them, and they do not apply to the Muslims.
10) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It is that since there were people from amongst the People of the Book who worshipped Shaytaan besides Allaah, there will likewise be in this ummah (nation) of Muslims who will do the same.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

11) The occurrence of shirk in this ummah, just as there occurred amongst the Jews and Christians those who worshipped at Taaghoot.
12) That it is allowed to debate with the people of falsehood and explain what shortcomings they have if they falsely accuse the people of the Truth.

13) That the recompense is only according to actions.

14) A description of Allaah, that He becomes angry and that He curses the disobedient people.

15) That obedience to Shaytaan is the source of shirk with Allaah.

Chap 23 Box 3/5
And His Statement:

Those who prevailed in their affair said:

We will certainly build a masjid over them.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) those who prevailed in their affair – i.e. those who prevailed in the affair of the People of the Cave and these people who prevailed were those who had a voice and authority.
2) masjid -  where people prayed and to which people would come and the people would seek to acquire blessings through them.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:
3) Does Allaah speak favourably about the people mentioned in this aayah?
No, Allaah speaks in a manner of censure and disparagement about the people who prevailed in the affair of the People of the Cave, criticizing those people who said that they would take over the People of the Cave a masjid to which people would come and the people would seek to acquire blessings through them.

4) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This aayah shows that there will indeed be from this nation those who take mosques upon graves, just as those people before did.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

5) The prohibition of building masaajid (places of worship) over the graves, and the aayah warns against that, because this action leads to shirk.

6) That there will be in this ummah those who build masaajid over graves, just as those who came before them did.

7) A warning against ghuloo (going beyond the due limit) with regards to the righteous people.

8) That building masaajid over the graves is an act of ghuloo with regards to the righteous people.

Chap 23 Box 4/5
And from Aboo Sa'eed (al Khudree) radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

You will certainly follow the sanan of those who came before you, like the feather (of the arrow) exactly resembles the feather – such that if they were to enter the hole of a lizard, you would certainly enter it.

They said:

O Messenger of Allaah! The Jews and the Christians?

He said:

Who else?

Both of them reported it.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) sanan  -  i.e. the way
2) those who came before you – i.e. those nations who came before you.
3) feather – i.e. the feather that is put upon the arrow. And the arrow has two feathers which are equal.
4) such that it they were to enter the hole of a lizard – i.e. if their entering the lizard hole could be imagined, despite the narrowness of such a hole.
5) he said: “Who else?” – this was a question asked by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam in the manner of rebuke i.e. ‘who else would it be other than these people?’
6) both of them reported it – i.e. both al Bukhaaree and Muslim. And this particular version of the hadeeth was the wording of Muslim.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
7) How did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam emphasise the point he was making in this statement of his?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed that his ummah (nation) would not leave aside anything which the Jews and Christians do, even something slight. 

And this was emphasised using:

a) the laam which is used for an oath (at the beginning of the word latattabi’unna – you will certainly follow)

b) the noon which is suffixed to a verb for emphasis (at the end of the word latattabi’unna)

c) the description of their resemblance to the Jews and Christians being like one arrow feather resembling the next feather

d) the example of some of the Muslims doing something very strange (entering a lizard hole) if the previous nations had done so.
8) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains a proof showing that shirk will occur in this ummah because it was found in the previous nations before us, and there will be in this nation those who do it following these previous nations.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth:

9) Shows the occurrence of shirk in this nation, in blind imitation of those nations that came before this nation.

10) Shows one of the signs of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam prophethood, in that he informed us of something before it actually occurred – and then that matter occurred just as he told us.
11) Shows a warning against imitating the kuffaar (disbelievers).

12) Shows a warning against that which the kuffaar fell into, from shirk with Allaah and matters other than this from those things which Allaah the Most High has forbidden.

Chap 23 Box 5/5
And Muslim reports from Thawbaan radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah said:

Indeed Allaah gathered the Earth for me, so I saw its East and its West. And the dominion of my nation will reach as far as that which was gathered for me. And I was given the two treasures: the red and the white.

And I asked my Lord:

that my nation not be destroyed by a widespread drought

and that an enemy from other than them should not gain mastery over them such that they seize their baydah unlawfully. 

And my Lord said: 

O Muhammad! When I have decreed a matter, then it is not reversed. I have granted you for your nation that I will not destroy them with a widespread drought, and that I will not allow an enemy from other than them to gain mastery over them, such that they seize their baydah unlawfully, even if they were to gather against them from all around them– until some of them destroy each other and some of them take others as captives.

And al Barqaani reported it in his Saheeh, with the addition:

What I fear for my nation are the leaders of misguidance, and when the sword falls upon them, that it will not be lifted until the Day of Resurrection.

And the Hour will not be established until a tribe from my nation joins with the mushrikeen and until groups from my nation worship the awthaan.

And there will be in my nation thirty great liars, each of them claiming that he is a prophet – and I am the khaatam un nabiyyeen, there is no prophet after me.

And there will not cease to be a group from my nation upon the Truth, aided upon that. They will not be harmed by those who abandon them nor by those who oppose them until the amr of Allaah, tabaaraka wa ta’aala, comes.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) Thawbaan – he was the freed slave of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam. He accompanied him, being constantly in his company and lived in Syria after he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam died. He himself died in Homs (in Syria) in the year 54AH.
2) gathered the Earth for me -  Allaah rolled it up and brought it together in the form of a hand upon a mirror which a person is looking at. So he saw that which his nation would attain authority over, from the farthest eastern parts and western parts of the Earth.

3) the two treasures – i.e. the treasures of Kisraa (who was the King of the Persians) and of Qaysar (Caesar, who was the King of Byzantine, the Greek speaking part of the Roman Empire).
4) red -  this refers to the treasure of Qaysar, since most of the treasure of Qaysar was gold.
5) white – this refers to the treasure of Kisraa, since most of what they had were jewels and silver.
6) from other than them – from other people from the kuffaar.
7) their baydah – it is said that this means their space and those lands which they have acquired; and it is also said that it means their majority and their main body of people.
8) until some of them destroy each other – until that occurs from them; and when that occurs then their enemies from the kuffaar will gain mastery over them.
9) leaders of misguidance – the rulers and the scholars and the worshippers whom the people take as models to imitate.
10) the sword falls upon them – when fitnah (trials and tribulations) and fighting occur among them.

11) it will not be lifted until the Day of Resurrection – the fitnah and fighting that occurs among them will remain.
12) with the mushrikeen – they will settle among them in their homelands.
13) khaatam un nabiyyeen – the last of the prophets.
14) until the amr (affair) of Allaah comes – from what is apparent, the meaning is the good and pure wind which will take the souls of the believers away.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

15) Which of the two requests of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did Allaah promise to him unconditionally?

Allaah granted the request that the ummah of Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam should not be destroyed by a widespread drought.

16) And which request did Allaah grant with a condition – and what was that condition?

Allaah granted the request that He should not destroy the Muslim ummah through an enemy from the kuffaar who would conquer their lands and wipe out the main body of the Muslims – as long as the Muslim ummah avoided disagreements and splitting and infighting.

But when that occurred amongst the Muslims, then their enemies from the kuffaar would gain mastery over them.

And this occurred just as he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed us of, when the ummah split.
17) Why did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fear the leaders of misguidance for his nation?

This was because the people would follow such people upon their misguidance.

18) What key event does the Shaykh mention as being the start of the fitnah in this nation?

The killing of ‘Uthmaan radi Allaahu ‘anhu.

19) What examples of shirk that have occurred in this ummah are mentioned by the Shaykh here?

He mentions that the graves have come to be worshipped, as have the trees and the stones.
20) What good news did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam give at the end of this narration?

He informed us that there will remain a group from his nation upon Islaam, despite the occurrence of these calamities and disasters. This group, even though they will be few in number, will not be harmed by the plots of their enemies and those who oppose them.
21) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to the chapter?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam informed that groups of his nation would worship idols. 

So this contains a refutation of those who deny that shirk will occur in this nation.
With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
22) The occurrence of shirk in this nation and a refutation of those people who deny this.

23) One of the signs of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam prophethood in that he informed us of something and the events he informed us of have occurred as he told us they would.

24) The great extent of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam compassion for his nation, in that he asked his Lord for that which was good for them. And the most tremendous of this is tawheed. It also shows that he feared for them that which would harm them – and the most serious of these matters was shirk.

25) A warning for this nation against differing and against the call of the misguided people.

26) That the prophethood was completed with him sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam,

27) The good news that the Truth will never entirely cease to be, and that there will remain a group upon the Truth, who are not harmed by those who abandon them or who oppose them.
� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 51


� And some people of knowledge add that the taaghoot is pleased with being worshipped – see al Jadeed of al Qar’aawee for example.


� Soorah al Maaidah (5) aayah 60


� Soorah al Kahf (18) aayah 21


� Reported by al Bukhaaree (3456) and Muslim.


� Reported by Muslim (2889).


� This addition is found in Aboo Daawud (4252) and was graded as saheeh (authentic) by al Albaanee in his checking of Aboo Daawud. Also see as Saheehah (2) of al Albaanee.





